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Congo 


Premier Yhombi-Opango Addresses Parliament 


AB2401211895 Brazzaville Radio Nationale Congolaise 
Network in French 1030 GMT 24 Jan 95 


[Policy Statement” by Prime Minister Jacques Joachim 
Yhombi-Opango at the National Assembly in Brazza- 
ville—live] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mr. Speaker of the National 
Assembly, Mr. First Vice President of the Senate, Hon- 
orable Deputies, Venerable Senators, Your Excellencies 
ambassadors and heads of diplomatic missions, ladies 
and gentlemen: A month ago, our national forum on the 
culture of peace ended in this very hall. The conclusions 
reached at that great gathering, which earned our 
country the friendship and solidarity of heads of state of 
the central African region and of many other illustrious 
African and international personalities, clearly indicate 
that we must do absolutely everything to consolidate the 
peace efforts undertaken by the president of the 
Republic, and also by you, Honorable Deputies and 
Venerable Senators, through your ad hoc commission for 
peace, and by all the active forces of the nation. 


Professor Pascal Lissouba, the president of the Republic, 
in his constant search for peace in our country and in our 
subregion, deemed it useful to strengthen this move by 
getting all the political forces to participate in the con- 
certed management of the state through decentralization 
and open government before arriving at—because this is 
our wish—a broad-based national consensus govern- 
ment. 


A few days ago, President Lissouba renewed his confi- 
dence in us »y asking us to continue with the difficult but 
exalting task that we began under his enlightened lead- 
ership by appointing us once more to head this govern- 
ment. Honorable deputies and venerable senators: we 
are presenting it to you today, in accordance with the 
constitutional provisions, and in order to give the nec- 
essary details on the orientations of our future actions. 
Before everything else, we would like to pay special 
tribute to the previous team, which worked in the most 
difficult conditions but accomplished a yeoman’s task 
that many people are not aware of. However, that is also 
the lot of any reform work which leaves its mark only 
with time. This work enables us to affirm today that the 
year 1995 that we are beginning will have nothing in 
common with the foggy atmosphere of 1993 and the 
sparse bright spots of 1994. The bloody madness, we are 
firmly convinced, is far behind us. 


In the past year, the action and economic and social 
revival program was not only initiated, but it also 
enabled us to regain the trust of our principal economic 
partners and to start a program with the IMF. Institu- 
tionally, the organizational instruments that were 
needed for the harmonious development of our budding 
democracy, were mostly adopted and promulgated after 
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being presented to parliament. In short, these are a series 
of actions that we have carried out under extremely 
difficult conditions which cannot be left unmentioned, 
especially as (?everybody) agrees that nothing consistent 
can be accomplished without peace, which remains the 
essential condition for success. 


Mr. Speaker, Honorable Deputies, Venerable Senators: 
the government team the president of the Republic has 
just entrusted us to lead will, therefore, not start from 
scratch because it has inherited a work base which 
constitutes a solid foundation. As you know, this new 
government team was formed in line with a new 
dynamic movement aimed at opening it up and 
extending it nationwide to people with the requisite 
competence. Since the national reconstruction effort is 
imposing and complete, we need more available and 
committed hands at the president’s side to restore hope 
and life to our battered people. The opening up of the 
government was, therefore, motivated by the desire to 
get all active forces involved in the nation’s life, and this 
is just the beginning of our long march toward the 
national reconciliation so desired by all our people. 


The majority element, which constitutes the cornerstone 
of our democracy, inevitably leads to the establishment 
of two blocks—with one side managing affairs and the 
other participating with vigilance—around which gravi- 
tate peripheral forces and the civil society comprising 
men and women who are committed to the fight for 
economic and social development. Thus, in order to 
correct this bipolarization of our society and hope to give 
everyone the opportunity to contribute to the national 
effort, we have chosen to give a fresh dynamism to the 
government’s action. [passage omitted] 


Our people have really lacked peace and this has consid- 
erably held up all the development efforts and salutary 
measures that the government initiated. We undertake 
to consolidate this dynamism that led the Congolese 
political class to depart from the political machinations 
with which it preoccupied itself since the advent of 
democracy by courageously engaging itself on the path of 
reason and edifying the rule of law. [passage omitted] 


Fortunately enough, Congolese wisdom has enabled our 
political cadres to see reason early by renewing its total 
confidence in returning to the rule of law by immediately 
advocating the restructuring of the public force as well as 
the rehabilitation of the judicial services. Also stressed 
was the need to see the Army put the nation and the 
fatherland above everything else by defending the 
Republican values within the context of change of polit- 
ical power. That is why, once again, looking at the 
political situation much attention was paid to the urgent 
need to reorganize the public force in order to make it 
adequately carry out its mission as a republican public 
force, i.e., in the service of the entire nation and above 
political and regionalistic influences. The select com- 
mittee which has been established to this effect will 
recommend the ideal plan for our public force. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Without wishing to jump ahead of the current discus- 
sions, to us a republican public force means the taking 
into account of a number of criteria for appreciation. 
There are the problems of regional balance to be restored 
in order to safeguard its national character. There is also 
its nonpolitical nature as well as its subordination to 
civilian authority. Finally, it must be entirely engaged in 
its permanent task of defending the territorial integrity 
and not clans or regions. We will scrupulously see to it 
that there is a melting pot in future recruitments so as to 
create a truly national public force which, capable of 
defending the fatherland from north to south and from 
west to east. Henceforth, measures aimed at increasing 
its Operational capacity must be taken, especially the 
renewal of its number, the overturning of the pyramid of 
grades and functions, the revalorization of the emer- 
gency force, the rehabilitation of the infrastructure, and 
training. 


The judiciary, which constitutes the cornerstone of this 
law-abiding state, must recover its nobility through the 
immediate installation of the corresponding constitu- 
tional bodies and through the appointment to these 
organs of men and women of quality. Particular atten- 
tion must be paid to the status of the magistrate, his 
living conditions, and his independence. In the same 
way, it is necessary to render the living conditions of 
prisoners humane. At the same time, justice must be 
brought closer to the people. These texts which are being 
examined by Parliament will serve as a complementary 
support for this idea of rehabilitating the judicial sector. 


Furthermore, the promulgation of all these laws relating 
to the establishment of the institutions envisaged in the 
Constitution as well as the recent publication of the 
enabling decrees concerning the determination of the 
various conditions for election into these bodies, must 
lead to their establishment within a short time. The 
organization of legislative by-elections will complete the 
number of legislators at the National Assembly. The 
government will totally be committed to the holding of 
these elections in a reasonable time. 


The crowning of all this edification work will naturally 
be replaced and consolidated by the pursuance of the 
decentralization policy in which we have all our hope 
and the accomplishment of which the contribution of all 
is demanded because it is essentially a work of con- 
sensus. In fact, the decentralization should help to bring 
the citizen closer to the decision making circle and lead 
to a more democratic administration of the national life, 
on the one hand, through the drawing up of the sectorial 
plan between the state and the local community for the 
economic development of the latter and, on the other 
hand, and through the establishment of a platform for 
the locally elected officials, of which the main purpose is 
to guarantee a better handle on local functions. 


Our great ambition is to bring the administration closer 
to the administered. Our priority objective will be to give 
the local communities their power to administer. Special 
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emphasis will be laid on the establishment of a local civil 
service in order to ensure the redeployment of state 
workers because it is not normal for an administration to 
concentrate about 80 percent of its work force on the 33 
largest urban centers. This rapid observation shows that 
in Brazzaville, on the average, five workers occupy an 
office where only one works when he so wishes, while the 
others look on when they are there. The government will 
put an immediate end to this rule of laziness and general 
laxity. 


[passage omitted] The effective implementation of the 
decentralization policy will surely enable us to solve the 
problem of rural exodus that seriously retards the har- 
monious development of our country. Through rural 
exodus, our heartland is continually deprived of its most 
valuable hands which are attracted by the towns where 
they are faced with enormous problems in addition to 
the human, economic, and social imbalance that their 
migration creates. 


Our willingness to get rid of this scourge of our modern 
times is also accompanied by our concern to let our 
towns and rural areas be treated equally and spared other 
threats like banditry, drug addiction, and AIDS. That is 
why particular attention will be paid to the problems of 
the youth who are faced with the questions of employ- 
ment and entertainment. Thus, it is absolutely urgent to 
internalize the concentric circle development approach, 
hence the need to rehabilitate and execute, with the 
means at our disposal, a ceriain number of basic infra- 
structure in the regions so as to translate the decentrali- 
zation operation into action. 


Speakers, honorable legislators, venerable senators, 
ladies and gentlemen, as part of our series of concerns, 
we must stress that despite the laudable efforts made in 
favor of the economic recovery, we are forced to observe 
that the time for respite has not yet come. That is why we 
must be persuaded to persevere in our efforts by refusing 
to like things that are easy. This taste for easy things 
allowed our country to shun effort, live on credit, and 
resort to short-term measures. We refused to admit e 
facts. We refused to understand that our country was 
heading headlong into an abyss. 


Today, faced with the realities of the economic crisis. we 
say that our responsibility is to do everything possible to 
bring our country out of the infernal upheaval in which 
it finds itself by taking courageous measures commensu- 
rate with the evil. We must adopt measures that are 
liable to make us recover our balance and, above all, our 
dignity. This effort must be in line with the economic 
recovery program that has aiready led our country to 
draw a program with the IMF. Since this program is 
valid until May 1995, our short-term objective is to draw 
another three-year program that will qualify our country 
for reinforced structural adjustment facilities. It is with 
this program that our country can benefit from a more 
important and concessional financial aid that is adapted 
to the current situation of a country that owes the 
International Development Association. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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In this regard, we undertake to continue the work already 
started, notably the initiatives that can be found in the 
development policy letter. We will continue to work 
toward confining the state to the role of definer of 
sectorial policies and strategies and to the role of regu- 
lator. This choice 1s in line with the changes that are 
needed in our economic structure. It is in order to attain 
these objectives that we promise to meet a number of 
obligations including speeding up structural reforms, 
reorganizing public finances, rehabilitating the basic 
infrastructure dispensable for the expansion of the pri- 
vate sector which is regarded as the mainspring of 
development, rapidly implementing the public enter- 
prises privatization and restructuring program, which is 
already backed by the Law of 14 August 1994; increasing 
tax collection, which itself must be dependent on rein- 
forced financial administration, timely paying our debts 
including internal debts, keeping the total salary pay- 
ment to the ceiling of 122 billion CFA francs, and 
implementing the regional reform program. 


[passage omitteu] If we insistently repeat this issue, this 
is because we very often mistake our dreams for reality 
and we have never wanted to give to a job well done the 
place it deserves. Above all, in a country in crisis, the 
nation should give itself the means to develop itself. The 
regular payment of salaries and debts that constitute one 
of our commitments is absolutely tributary to our per- 
formance and productivity at work. Congo is our 
country, it belongs to all of us and it is truly sick and 
nobody has the right to further plunder it. 


That is why, I would like to take this opportunity to 
make an urgent call on all the Congolese people so that 
all together, each and everyone of us, wherever he is, to 
redouble his effort within his work unit. It is the time 
and the place to, once again, stress the need for social 
peace which remains dependent on a frank and sincere 
dialogue without demagogy and sensationalism, between 
all parties favorable to social dialogue. That is why, the 
sons and daughters of our country, workers in our 
administrative departments and public enterprises, 
should seek the ways that would lead to social truce. The 
current situation in the country demands that. 


Confronted with the work to be accomplished, the motto 
of our government remains rigor. Rigor in managing 
men, rigor in managing our finances, rigor in enforcing 
the law. This 1s the time to say that we should promote 
the best among us in order to serve the motherland. This 
quest to achieve excellence will be our goal because no 
post will be obtained only because we have been politi- 
cally active. These sort of practices should be absolutely 
banned. [passage omitted] 


Mr. Speaker, Mr. first deputy president of the Senate, 
hororable deputies, venerable senators, ladies and gen- 
tlemen, to consolidate the peace process, pursue the 
structural adjustment programme, build a law abiding 
state, and implement the decentralization policy: these 
constitute the priority tasks of the new government that 
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Mr. President honored me by appointing me at the head 
of the government at the beginning of the year 1995. At 
the beginning, there is peace, which remains the corner- 
stone of our action and that has already, fortunately, 
conquered our spirit. [passage omitted] 


We have decided to concentrate our efforts on adjust- 
ment because for us, there is no other alternative. We 
have already made considerable efforts that should be 
pursued to reestablish the balance that was broken some 
years ago. It is for this fundamental reason that the 
implementation of this program will benefit from the 
contribution and support of all the daughters and sons of 
this country who experience the hardship of the crisis in 
their flesh and who are all determined to take our 
country out of the economic and social troubles it is 
currently experiencing. It is here that we find the link 
between the an economy we want prosperous and a 
law-abiding state living by the principles of democracy 
we have pledged to build. This is the meeting point 
between democracy and development which, with peace, 
are the inseparable components of the same truth. 


Speakers, honorable deputies, venerable senators, ladies 
and gentlemen, the conclusions drawn during the forum 
on peace culture, and especially the results obtained by 
the political class, in the sidelines of the forum, consti- 
tute and remain the basis of our action in establishing the 
essential instruments for a law abiding state. [passage 
omitted] 


Speakers, honorable legislators, ladies and gentlemen, | 
have spoken. I thank you. 


Opposition Leader Kolelas on New Government 


LD2301210295 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 23 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Congolese opposition has 
just made a conspicuous entrance into the government. 
[passage omitted: report on appointment of Bernard 
Kolelas’ brother as minister of interior in charge of 
security] 


Four men close to Bernard Kolelas—they are also mem- 
bers of his party—have entered the Congolese Govern- 
ment, while the leader of the URD [Union for 
Democratic Renewal] ruled out participation as recently 
as last week. Alain Tshoungou asked Bernard Kolelas 
why his supporters entered the government today. Listen 
to his answer. This answer makes a reference to a letter 
containing a political pledge written to him by President 
Lissouba last Saturday: 


[Begin recording] [Kolelas] We believe that the priorities 
outlined by the head of state in this letter make up a 
basic program. This is what, given the situation of the 
country... [changes thought] so we thought it fit to make 
our contribution to sorting out the situation. Above all, I 
would like to make it clear that after the release of the 
results of the presidential elections, when the following 
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question was asked: What are you going to do? I said: | 
will be in the opposition, but an opposition that is 
constructive. 


[Tshoungou] What do you plan for the URD-FDU 
{United Democratic Force] alliance? 


{Kolelas] The alliance remains! The alliance will con- 
tinue to exist. We may be experiencing a situation where 
ultimately only one part of the alliance is represented in 
this government and the other 1s not, but we shall have to 
adapt to this situation, and we will. in any case, we shall 
not be responsible for the breakup of the alliance. [end 
recording} 


Bernard Kolelass URD has entered the government, 
while former President Denis Sassou-Nguesso’s FDU 
{United Democratic Force] remains outside the govern- 
ment. However, the two parties belong to the opposition. 


MCDDI's Participation Causes Dissension 


AB2401152095 Dakar PANA in French 1012 GMT 
24 Jan 95 


[Ff BIS Translated Excerpt] Brazzaville, Congo (PANA)}— 
Bernard Kolelas’ Congolese Movement for Democracy 
and Integral Development [MCDDi]. the main opposi- 
tion party, has agreed to participate in the 26-member 
government formed yesterday by Prime Minister 
Jacques Joachim Yhombi-Opango, causing dissensions 
within the Congolese opposition coalition. The United 
Democratic Forces, the opposition group led by former 
Congolese head of state Denis Sassou Nguesso, says that 
the MCDDI's participation in the new government has 
caused dissension with its opposition allies. 


The MCDDI has three ministers in this open govern- 
ment. Notably, the post of minister of state for interior in 
charge of security and urban development was given to 
Colonel Phillippe Bikinkita, Mr. Kolelas’ nephew, who is 
known to have deserted the Congolese Armed Forces to 
devote himself to the training of opposition private 
militias. who, together with those of the presidential 
group, were responsible for the December 1993 interet- 
hnic massacres that left close to 2,000 people dead, 
according to an official source. 


Following the discontent expressed by his allies, opposi- 
tion leader Kolelas said his party agreed to participate in 
the government in order to safeguard the national 
interest in this disaster-stricken country. ““We wanted to 
contribute, because the country 1s disaster-stricken and it 
is urgent for us to help in reviving it, for in its present 
state, even if I became the head of state, | would not be 
able to revive it even in 20 years,” Mr. Kolelas told the 
press. Mr. Kolelas added that his supporters will remain 
in the government for as long as the work conditions are 
favorable, otherwise, they would leave. However, for the 
moment, what matters most is to save the country. 
[passage omitted] 
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MCDDI Explains Decision 


AB2501104095 Brazzaville Radio Nationale Congolaise 
Network in French 0700 GMT 25 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] You heard Prime Minister 
Yhombi-Opango speaking yesterday before parliament 
on the general policy of his open government, a govern- 
ment on which we have received a communique signed 
by (Antoine Lessede Anguidi), secretary general of the 
Congolese Movement for Democracy and Integral 
Development [MCDDI], defending the participation of 
the MCDDI and the Rally for Democracy and Social 
Progress in the government. This participation, 
according to the communique, is a result of the extreme 
Situation the country is going through politically, 
socially, and morally. 


The MCDDI National Executive Committee believe: 
that the priorities outlined by the head of state in his 
letter of 21 January to the chairman of the Union for 
Democratic Renewal-United Democratic Front [URD- 
FDU] alliance constitutes an acceptable minimum pro- 
gram the new government setup should be able to tackle. 
It should be noted that this communique further points 
out that the entry of opposition figures into the open 
government does not in any way compromise the exist- 
ence of the URD-FDU alliance. 


President Appoints New Chief of Army Staff 


AB2301220095 Paris AFP in French 1723 GMT 
23 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brazzaville, 23 Jan (AFP)— 
President Pascal Lissouba today appointed General 
Daniel Mabika chief of army staff of the Congolese 
Armed Forces [FAC], Radio Congo announced. 


Gen. Mabika succeeds General Claude-Emmanuel Etat- 
Onka, who was appointed on the same day minister of 
sports in the new government. Trained in the former 
Soviet Union, Gen. Mabika had since 1985 been chief of 
operations at the FAC headquarters and in this regard he 
was Gen. Etat-Onka’s deputy. 


The new government is expected to reorganize the public 
forces soon, including the police, gendarmerie, and 
Army, and dismantle the militia of the political parties. 


Gabon 


Bongo: Allow Foreigners To Depart ‘Quietly’ 


AB2401221095 Paris AFP in French 1907 GMT 
24 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Libreville, 24 Jan (AFP)— 
President Omar Bongo today appealed to Gabonese to 
allow foreigners to leave the country “quietly” with a 
week remaining before the end of the ultimatum given by 
the Libreville authorities to immigrants to regularize 
their immigrant status or leave. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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At a meeting in Port-Gentil, Gabon’s second capital 
where he was on a visit, Mr. Bongo told the crowd: “We 
are not against foreigners, but those without any papers 
must go.” Speaking to the Gabonese, Mr. Bongo added: 
“You must therefore, once again, one more time, show 
that we, in Gabon, are not savage people by allowing 
these people to go quietly. They must not be jostled, they 
must not be beaten, they must not be stoned.” 


“They are going to go. The day we have a lot of work 
then we will allow them to come back,” the head of state 
continued. 


The Gabonese Government fixed 31 January as the 
deadline for all foreigners residing in the country to 
regularize their status or leave the country. After this 
deadline, those “without papers” will be expelled. 


Between 100,000 and 150,000 immigrants, mostly 
people from West Africa and the Gulf of Guinea, live in 
Gabon. Fearing excesses as was the case in similar 
previous operations, many immigrants, clandestine or 
not, are currently leaving Libreville. 


Immigrants, French Receive Death Threats 


AB2401132395 Dakar PANA in French 1049 GMT 
24 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Libreville, Gabon (PANA)—One 
week prior to the expiration of the government ulti- 
matum) requiring foreigners resident in Gabon to regu- 
larize their immigrant status or leave the country, a 
leaflet with xenophobic undercurrents is being circulated 
in Libreville. It contains death threats to illegal immi- 
grants, thereby causing confusion among the public. 


In the face of this message with hidden motives, the 
public fears that clashes will erupt during the repatria- 
tion exercise. Signatories to the leaflet, who referred to 
themselves as “the unemployed of Libreville,” intend to 
‘indiscriminately attack illegal immigrants whom they 
find in their neighborhoods, as well as French nationals 
who they will kill slowly.” Furthermore, they stated that 
as of 2 February, they will destroy the Libreville airport, 
the international telecommunications station, and 
poison the water reservoirs which supply water to Libre- 
ville. 


In light of this, the Gabonese defense minister, General 
Idriss Ngari, yesterday urged Gabonese to keep calm and 
to wait for the exercise to begin and not to disrupt it by 
turning it into a “witch-hunt against foreigners or use it 
as an opportunity for extortion.’ He further stated that 
this “humanitarian” exercise should be carried out in an 
orderly and dignified manner and urged “illegal immi- 
grants” not to be panic-stricken. He also warned that 
anyone who tries to protect an illegal immigrant will bear 
the cost of the immigrant’s repatriation. He urged the 
security forces in charge of the repatriation exercise to 
comply strictly with regulations or face legal penalty. 
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Rwanda 


Twagiramungu Pleased With Donor Response 
BR2501075195 Brussels L’ECHC in French 24 Jan 95 
p4 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Rwandan Prime Minister 
Faustin Twagiremungu expressed his government’s sat- 
isfaction on Monday [23 January] with the response by 
donor countries to Rwanda’s appeal. “I am satisfied,’ he 
stated in an interview with [Belgian] RTBF radio, ““Even 
if we have not obtained everything, we have nevertheless 
obtained three-quarters of what we asked for... Of the 
$764 million requested, we have in fact been granted 
nearly $600 million in all. It may be possible to obtain 
the difference of $164 million during 1996.” 


Rwanda, which obtained these financial promises at the 
end of last week at a meeting of donor countries orga- 
nized by the United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP), will use this money, including | billion Belgian 
francs promised by Belgium, to finance three priority 
programs: the country’s reconstruction, support for the 
balance of payments, and the reintegration of refugees. 


Twagiramungu estimates that almost 600,000 “‘long- 
standing refugees”, by which he means Rwandans who 
have spent 30 years in exile, have returned home. But the 
prime minister has not forgotten the 2 million Rwandans 
who remain outside the country, repeating his call for 
every effort to be made to give them the confidence to 
return. 


These refugees outside the country remain “in the hands 
of the former leaders who are continuing to hold them 
hostage,” he stressed. 


The prime minister recognized that insecurity in 
Rwanda itself was also one of the main factors pre- 
venting the refugees’ return, while stressing that this 
insecurity was much less today than between July and 
November last year. 


He also pointed out that more than 90 percent of the 
Rwandan refugees who remain in the camps are innocent 
and want to return, and that the Kigali government had 
agreed to the creation of security corridors in order to 
allow these people to be repatriated without risk. 


Justice Minister Criticizes Belgian Policy 


BR2401154095 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 
21-22 Jan 95 p 2 


{Report by Paul Van Lerberghe: ““] Want To Summon 
Belgians’-—Rwandan Justice Minister Nkubito About 
the Role of the Church and the Christian Democrats”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Rwandan Justice Minister 
Antoine Nkubito has his office in an odd building in 
downtown Kigali. Recently built, but with its walls and 
windows riddled with bullet holes. At his cabinet’s 
entrance, there is a sturdy box with new equipment. Its 
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sender: the “Belgian State Police.” His aides say that the 
tox contains computers donated by Belgium. In the 
future, the minister can expect more such shipments: 
Belgium has just decided to appropriate roughly | billion 
Belgian francs in direct aid to the new government in 
Kigali. 


An important part of this aid will be used to rebuild the 
almost nonexistent judicial system in Rwanda. Justice 
and Development Aid in Belgium agreed to send mem- 
bers of the judicial police to Rwanda in order to provide 
assistance to a new corps of 150 inspectors which will be 
trained in Kigali. An unusual situation might arise, if 
these Belgian advisers were to deal with investigations 
the Rwandan government wants to institute against 
Belgian nationals with regard to the genocide. 


Says Nkubito: “At present | am contemplating the pos- 
sibility of summoning the International Christian Dem- 
ocratic Movement (CDI). In my opinion, certain 
statements and policy decisions before and during the 
genocide by so-called Africa experts of this organization, 
are tantamount to instigation to physical violence and 
genocide. These are unacceptable practices, to which we 
must react.” 


The United Nations officially declared the April 1994 
massacres a genocide, and the Convention on Genocide 
(signed by most states) obliges all countries to extradite 
and try any offenders. The CDI is an international 
working group of Christian Democratic parties, which in 
Belgium is mainly concerned with our former colonies 
and mandated territories. For historic reasons, which are 
related to the Rwandan Hutus’ emancipation struggle 
supported by Belgium in 1959, a struggle which is still 
going on in Burundi, the CDI generally supports this 
community. 


Says Nkubito: “The CDI has played a destructive role in 
our recent tragedies. The regrettable thing is that even 
after the genocide, these people are still supplying means 
to the former regime. The problem with you Belgians is 
that the catholic church’s position is too predominant. 
You seem to believe everything which is being said in 
these circles about Rwanda. This is not only true for 
politicians, but unfortunately also for the NGOs [Non- 
governmental Organizations]. They continue to swear by 
their former “friends,“* instead of making a (political) 
analysis of the situation. In this respect Belgium is the 
worst country for Rwanda, even worse than the Nether- 
lands, and yes, even worse than France. Unlike in 
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Belgium, France at least had a non government sector 
which was fundamentally critical of the government 


policy.” 


“The church has always been a dissociated movemeni in 
Rwanda. It turned its coat on several occasions. It always 
had an ethnic touch and served the colonial cause. The 
Order of the White Fathers is particularly hated by the 
population. For many decades, they were the authors of 
racial theories about Rwandans, which ‘ed to an ethnic 
division of our society. We witnessed the disastrous 
consequences of that in the April-June 1994 period.” 


“We are aware that problems will arise with regard to 
extradition, and that certain countries will offer serious 
resistance. Some countries will try to protect the geno- 
cide’s leaders. Which is why we have appealed to the 
International Court in the Hague and to other interna- 
tional institutions. First, the international community at 
least passively tolerated the genocide. The UN mission 
was in the country at the moment the violence burst out. 
It confined itself to protecting the foreigners, and then 
backed out. Secondly, this genocide is some sort of 
international mass murder, to the same extent as the 
genocide committed by the Nazis and the serious viola- 
tions of human rights in Bosnia. We believe that the 
international community should be equally concerned 
with enforcing justice in Rwanda.” 


[Van Lerberghe] You have outlined the principles, but 
has your government taken any actual steps? 


[Nkubito] “It is true that we are proceeding carefully and 
cautiously. However, in anticipation of the International 
Court’s decisions, we did request the extradition of 
suspects from Belgium. We are preparing similar 
requests to Zaire, Burundi, and Kenya. To the same 
effect, our foreign affairs minister has contacted Congo 
and Gabon.” 


[Van Lerberghe] How about common judicial proce- 
dures of public law in Rwanda? 


[Nkubito] “We are just beginning to operate. Many 
magistrates have been murdered, the equipment has 
been completely destroyed. There is a enormous lack of 
trained magistrates. We have begun to appoint people 
having a certain knowledge of law. Last week, a training 
started for new staff and for the lower magistrates. Of 
course, it will take several months before these people 
can start working. In fact, this is only an embryo of what 
should become a global judicial system. We make do 
with what we have.” 
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De Klerk Elaborates on Indemnity, Coalition 


MB2501054595 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
Afrikaans 1830 GMT 23 Jan 95 


{Interview with Deputy President F.W. de Klerk by 
announcer Max du Preez in the SABC Cape Town studio 
on the “Agenda” program—live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Du Preez] All the action today 
was in Cape Town, and that is what we are talking about 
this evening. The political agenda was dominated by the 
snap debate in Parliament on indemnity for a few 
thousand policemen and two ministers. Right in the 
middle oj the heated debate was Deputy President F.W. 
de Klerk. His National Party [NP] also held its congress 
recently, and these are the issues we will be discussing. 


Good evening and welcome, Deputy President F.W. de 
Klerk. Let’s look at today’s events. An ordinary person 
like me might feel that this whole indemnity debacle is a 
tempest )n a teacup. After today’s debate, is there agree- 
ment on the basic issues? Did we take a giant step today? 


[De Klerk} I believe there was a degree of progress today. 
We are beginning to reach agreement on this matter. For 
years, the whole debate has been characterized by a 
reluctance among some ANC members on the issue of 
indemnity for the security forces. Now that we and the 
ANC are in the government together, they have suddenly 
realized that it makes no sense for us to be squabbling 
over political points while we have a police force that is 
policing the country—-they realize that there will be big 
problem if the matter of indemnity for the police is not 
treated in an even-handed and just manner. 


We are making considerable progress, because there is 
now the acceptance that the ANC’s position cannot be 
handled differeatly, according to different norms, from 
those of state employees. The original bill on the truth 
commission—that’s not the official name, but that’s 
what it 1s called by the people—contained a clause that 
stated that a different norm must be applied to the 
security forces than that applied to the liberation move- 
ment. 


{Du Preez] But Justice Minister Dullah Omar’s point 
today was that no ANC member was granted indemnity 
without specifying the act for which they were seeking 
indemnity. Does that mean that they are being treated in 
the same manner as the 3,500 policemen who, he said, 
could not be granted indemnity because they had not 
been specific? Is that proof of even-handedness? 


[De Klerk] There are many ANC members who also 
completed their applications and only referred to all 
actions in support of the ANC, or words to that effect. 
But in a different part of the form, they also mentioned 
military training. Now on that—the military training— 
there is no question. They received indemnity. But as for 
the rest of the crimes that Mr. Omar mentioned today, 
he said for the first time that they have placed them- 
selves in the same position as the policemen. That is 


progress. 
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[Du Preez] But at the heart of the matter, is there a 
suspicion on the part of the ANC that the NP, the 
previous government, wants to hold onto the informa- 
tion? Is it a matter of the right to know what happened? 


[De Klerk] Of course they are suspicious, but their 
suspicion is unfounded. Our hands are clean. It was not 
an exercise started by the government or the NP. It was 
done after we understood that the matter had been 
resolved by the inclusion in the constitution. It was the 
right of every South African, not only the ANC mem- 
bers, to apply for indemnity, and this application was 
made in the last dying moments before the election. 
They were not directed to me. There was no special 
attempt to announce that it was going to be done. But it 
was done, and it is really quite in order. 


[Du Preez] Looking back, would you concede that you 
handled it badly then, in Apri! and that you have again 
handled it badly. 


[De Klerk] But I did not deal with it in Apmil. 


[Du Preez] No, I mean the whole matter, the whole 
polemic, the whole debate—you, Pik Botha, Kobie Coet- 
see, and... 


[De Klerk, interrupting] If I had been consulted and if I 
had been asked whether we should let 3,500 policemen 
appiy, my advice would have been no. But they were 
within their nghts to apply. 


I was consulted by then Minister Vlok on his position, 
and I have said publicly that my advice to him was that 
he should not apply. But it was also his right to do so, and 
I want to emphasize that the application was not for 
spec:f.c crimes, because no admission was made. The 
application was worded to say that if it is found that any 
action constitutes a crime or a contravention of the 
law... 


[Du Preez, interrupting] But that’s nonsense. Surely one 
cannot say: I may have done something wrong that | am 
not aware of, but just in case, please erase my record. 
Surely it cannot work tha: way, can it? 


[De Klerk] That is how the categories were defined, and 
the ANC also did it. 


{Du Preez] But Minister Gmar has said that no ANC 
member was granted indemnity if they had not specified 
what they had done. Was he lying? 


[De Klerk] No, but he said they have not been indemni- 
fied. But many ANC members did apply for indemnity 
for all actions aimed at promoting the ANC. His position 
is that neither they nor the police have indemnity. That 
is proof that there is now an admission, that equal norms 
must be applied. I welcome that with open arms. But our 
view is that it is not for me, or for Mr. Omar, to say 
whether or not they have indemnity. The procedure was 
that there was no one who should be resporisible for 
processing the applications and deciding on the granting 
of indemnity. The whole process, because it dealt with a 
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particular type of crime, did not go overboard. It did not 
include attempted murder that led to serious injury. 
Many things were excluded. It was aimed at dealing with 
large numbers of people through an administrative pro- 
cess. 


If there was a complaint later or if a civil case was 
instituted, then the court would have to decide whether 
that process had provided indemnity. We still maintain 
that is the legal position. In that | am supported by 
Professor Dugard from Witwatersrand University, who 
is a critic of ours but who also believes that ‘he question 
has to be decided by the court and not politically. 


But let me add that we have made progress. President 
Mandela and I said that instead of getting bogged down 
in a dispute, in a technical, legal argument, let us admit 
that it is not fair and just, that there is a need to provide 
clarity as secon as possible to remove all uncertainty. We 
would give our full cooperation if we can find a method 
of resolving this matter for all involved. 


{Du Preez] We cannot escape the suspicion that your 
party, and your previous government, are nervous about 
information on things that happened. How many times 
have your ministers said their hands are clean, and yet 
terrible things leak out. There are even court cases 
pending. And the question remains, why should a min- 
iste: have to apply for indemnity if he has done nothing 
wrong? What is your position on indemnity and the 
Truth Commission? Do we, as citizens, have the right to 
know what happened in the struggle against and for 
apartheid, during the total onslaught period? Are we not 
to know our history? 


[De Klerk] We support the Truth Commission in prin- 
ciple. There were certain aspects that worried us very 
much. There are still elements in the bill we are not 
satisfied with, but the bill has been improved and we had 
good cooperation in improving it. One of our most 
serious problems was that it had a double test written in, 
but that was improved. The whole story is actually 
known, but I have no problems with it being investigated 
further. 


{Du Preez] The story is not known. We want to know 
who murdered... 


[De Klerk, interrupting] I'm sorry, but many, many ANC 
members received indemnity without it being linked to 
specific publication of a specific action. The basis for 
identity is that people have their rights. Why should 
someone’s whoie life be destroyed in the process? 


{Du Preez] What do you mean by that? If someone did 
something on the instructions of the State Security 
Council or the cabinet or his generals, then he knows he 
will be granted indemnity; he knows it was a political 
instruction that he carried out. But if it was not a 
political order, Mr. De Klerk, then that person was a 
criminal. 
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[De Klerk] But don’t you see, :t has to do with what you 
did, when you did it, under what circumstances. In this 
whole debate people lose sight of the fact that policemen 
and women were carrying out the /aw of an internation- 
ally recognized country against what was defined in the 
country’s laws as an uprising against state authority, 
aimed at the uniawful overthrow of the state’s authority 
by any possible means. 


[Du Preez] My question once again is, what do they fear 
if they acted lawfully? Why can’t we know about it? 


[De Klerk] But I do not want to hide anything. I only 
want the process of indemnity to be handled in such a 
manner that it can really promote reconciliation, that it 
will not lead to a witch hunt, that it will not lead to the 
destruction of careers, and that all people will be treated 
in the same way, without them being persecuted, without 
them being persecuted in a cruel, vengeful manner. The 
Constitution lays down that names must be published, 
but that the details must be dealt with in such a manner 
as not to hold the danger of persecution and revenge. 
Everyone is entitled to that and not only some people. 


[Du Preez] Let’s move on. It strikes me that the last time 
you and President Mandela clashed at this level was in 
December 1991 at Kempton Park, when President Man- 
dela made a similar, serious attack on your integrity. 
And at that time it was also more or less over the same 
issue. Can you assure us tonight that this problem wil, 
disappear? Will the indemnity issue stay with us? Will it 
threaten the government of national unity until the year 
2000? 


[De Klerk] No. I believe we are makin; progress. The 
Constitution states that indemnity must be grcnted. 
There was a time when elements within the ANC 
rejected the whole concept of indemnity for security 
forces. Our greatest problem in the negotiation process 
was that we were always postponing discussion on the 
issue of indemnity. After each discussion this was the 
one single point on which we did not make enough 
progress, and to us it was utterly frustrating. 


{Du Preez] You have now made pcace with President 
Mandela. Could you tell us whether this cartoon I have 
here tells the story of the peace between F.W. de Klerk 
and Nelson Mandela? Was it merely political expedi- 
ency, or was it peace from the heart? 


[De Klerk] I see the cartoon refers to remarriage. But we 
were never married. We have always been opponents 
serving in a government of national unity, out of our own 
desire, because we believe that during this period of 
fundamental change it is necessary to have a government 
of national unity. On that there has never been any 
dispute. The split that developed, the row that grew into 
a serious crisis, has been resolved. We have indeed made 
a new start. Not a new start in marriage, but a new start 
that brings us together as opponenis in a cooperative 
way, seeking consensus, give-and-take, in order to place 
the country’s interests above party or own interests. In 
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that I believe we have achieved renewal. I believe we 
have learned lessons that will prevent any side behaving 
in a manner that could lead to a repeat of that crisis. 


{Du Preez] Mr. De Klerk, there are those who say that 
the NP. and you in particular, cannot find the balance 
between being a partner in the government of national 
unity and being an opposition party. They also say that 
De Klerk has never been in opposition; he was born into 
povver; he does not understand how to be in opposition. 
Your comment? 


[De Klerk] It is of course equally true of the ANC. They 
have never been a majority party with authority and 
responsibility. We are all in a learning process. In this 
country we have no experience with coalition govern- 
ment. I believe the pro)’. + not that we don’t know 
how to do it. We know °uc -e happy when we get it 
right. It is difficult «» oe bot’: opposition and partner. 
One is always walki tig’ (rope. But then the ANC 
does not like the way «> +. to do things. We, in turn, 
do not like the way they do things. That 1s why we have 
begun a discussion within the cabinet. We need clear 
lines, rules, even new procedures. We need an open 
discussion on how we position ourselves in the light of 
the fact that the Constitution makes certain demands on 
us all, whether the majority party or the two minority 
parties. 


We have begun the discussion. and President Mandela 
and I have said again that it must be dealt with as soon 
as possible so we there is greater clarity on procedures 
and the rights of majority parties and minority parties, 
so that we do not end up arguing over things. That is one 
reason why we were able to make peace—because there 
is agreement on the very real need for better mutual 
understanding. We are working on structuring that 
understanding. 


{Du Preez] Let’s turn to the NP congress. I have heard 
that there were murmurs among delegates, saying they 
need a new leader. Someone apparently even said it’s 
like Winston Churchill—he was a wonderful man; he has 
brought us through the war, but now it is time for 
someone else. Do you think it is time for someone else in 
the NP leadership? 


{De Klerk] I'm sure someone heard that in the opposi- 
tion press benches. I believe the spirit among delegates at 
the congress was fantastic. | was very warmly treated, 
and as an old politician, neither my sensors nor my 
co-leaders have told me they have heard any murmuring. 
But just let me add, I believe in renewal in leadership. I 
believe that even though one is a leader, one must work 
at giving other leaders the opportunity to develop. The 
NP is also in a process of rejuvenation. We have some 
wonderful young talent in the process of developing into 
leadership. 


[Du Preez] I want to talk about the fiture. There is a 
perception that the NP sees itself as the champion of the 
First World component of the country. The NP’s 
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emphasis is on minority rights, on the retention of 
Afrikaans. They are against the redistribution of land, 
against affirmative action, the nghts of landowners. 
They have no vision or plan for a just society without 
poverty, without racism. 


{De Klerk] But that’s just the kind of political propa- 
ganda that is being used against us. To claim that we are 
opposed to affirmative action, to claim that we are 
opposed to greater access to land, to the expansion of 
land ownership, to claim we are in any way opposed to 
the Recc ustruction and Development Program is simply 
not true. What we do say is, one cannot correct the 
mistakes and backlogs uf the past by cutting people’s 
economic throats. Our Constitution contains a set of 
principles, and one of them is that you cannot take away 
certain rights from people. The other principle is that 
one cannot take away any powers in order to bring about 
justice. We are enthusiastic about both, but we say these 
two must be balanced. 


Take education, for example. All forms of racial discrim- 
ination must be removed from education. We support 
that fully. But the same Constitution says that where 
communities v sh to have their education in a particular 
language, they are entitled to it, provided it 1s practi- 
cable. There are such communities and they should be 
supported. But that does not mean we are opposed to the 
remv val of racial discrimination. The same applies to... 


{Du Preez] But it remains a perception. Perhaps that is 
not the perception you like people to have, but the 
perception that you are the champion of First Wo-'d 
values... 


{De Klerk} Well, you are giving me the opportunity to 
rernove that perception. More than 50 percent of the 
people who voted for me are not white. Among them, 
between 600,000 and | million are black South Africans. 


[Du Preez} Just how well is the NP doing in recruiting 
black support? 


[De Kierk] There is tremendous growth potential. At 
present we are receiving a lot of attention. All the 
feedback we get shows that there is a growing disillusion- 
ment among a significant percentage of black South 
Africans who voted for the ANC. Many interesting 
people are approaching NP spokespersons, and telling 
them they wish to talk; they are unhappy. 


[Du Preez] Will we see that support reflected in the 
results of the local elections? 


[De Klerk] We will work very tiard. I think the local 
ejections will be difficult compared to the national 
election because many more issues are involved. We will 
try our best to demonstrate that support. But I have real 
hope for the 1999 election. Ws are fleshing out our 
policy. We don’t need a new policy; we have one. But 
we'll take that policy and polish our marketing. There is 
50 percent of the country where the NP has never been 
active. We'll be moving in; we have many plans. 
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[Du Preez] In the last 20 seconds, what is the new NP’s 
vision for the future? 


[De Klerk] A better life for all South Africans, along the 
road of affirmative action applied in a just manner, an 
improvement in the quality of life for those who have 
been left behind and those having a hard life, but in such 
a way that established rights are recognized, and in a 
manner that does not kill the goose that lays the golden 


egg. 
{Du Preez] Thank you, Mr. De Klerk. 


ANC, PAC Argue Against Mandated Coalitions 


MB2401181695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1635 
GMT 24 Jan 95 


[Report by Dirk van Zyl] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Constitutional Assembly Jan 
24 SAPA—A heated row erupted in the Constitutional 
Assembly [CA] on Tuesday [24 January] as the African 
National Congress and the Pan Africanist Congress 
[PAC] teamed up against the National Party [NP] to 
slate the concept of constitutionally enforced coalition 
government continuing in South Africa in the final 
constitution. 


The exchange was led in by Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki—last month also elected ANC deputy president 
at the party’s national conference in Bloemfontein—as 
he spelled out his party’s constitutional vision during the 
first CA plenary session of the year. 


Coalitions or co-operation between parties represented 
in parliament should not be constitutionally prescribed 
but should be a matter for negotiation and voluntary 
co-operation, Mr Mbeki said to applause from ANC 
benches. 


The “normal” path should be that the party with the 
majority of votes in regular, free and fair elections 
should form the government. 


However, the ANC believed that a multiparty system 
was critical to the establishment of a democracy, and 
that the proportional representation system, coupled 
with constituency representation, should be maintained. 


Mr Mbeki was supported by the PAC’s Mr Richard 
Sizani who said coalitions should be voluntary and not 
enforced. 


The PAC would campaign for a unitary state with a 
strong executive president who was leader of the 
majority party and a member of the National Assembly. 


The National Party’s Mr Andre Fourie, a former NP 
cabinet minister, responded, amid vociferous jeering 
and interjections from ANC benches, that some form of 
power sharing was required for South Africa. 


Stock exchanges around the world had reacted sharply in 
June last year when there had been a threat of a pull-out 
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by Deputy President F W de Klerk from the government 
of national unity, and had dipped again with the crisis 
last week between President Nelson Mandela and Mr De 
Klerk. Much-needed foreign investors would not invest 
in South Africa if straight majority rule held sway. 


For the foreseeable future the NP would negotiate in a 
spirit that all interests should be represented within a 
multi-party democracy. 


Mr Fourie said he was “quite surprised and disap- 
pointed” that Deputy President Mbeki had appeared to 
close the door to anything else but majority rule and the 
ANC’s Harare Declaration (of August 1989, in which it 
set out a transitional model for South Africa). 


“Democracy is a relative term—it does not only mean 
majority rule for South Africa,” Mr Fourie said. 


—Senior spokesmen of all the parties spelled out their 
parties’ basic points of departure as the CA— 
consisting of South Africa’s 490 MPs and senators— 
embarks in earnest on its historic task of writing the 
country’s final constitution in this “Year of the Con- 
stitution”, as CA Chairman Mr Cyril Ramaphosa has 
dubbed it. 


Inkatha Backs Down on Foreign Mediation 
Threat 


MB2401174595 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 24 Jan 95 p 1 


{Report by David Greybe] 


[FBiS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—The Inkatha 
Freedom Party yesterday backed down on a threat to 
delay its participation in drawing up the constitution 
until agreement was reached on international mediation. 


At this year’s first meeting of the Constitutional Assem- 
bly’s management committee, Inkatha was barred from 
raising the mediation issue. 


However, Inkatha negotiators confirmed afterwards they 
would “provisionally” participate in the work of the 
Constitutional Assembly. 


Assembly chairman Cyril Ramaphosa reminded Inkatha 
MP Peter Smith that the matter had been referred to 
President Nelson Mandela, Deputy President FW de 
Klerk and Home Affairs Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
for a decision. The three have appointed a committee 
consisting of Constitutional Development Minister 
Roelf Meyer, his deputy and senior ANC negotiator Valli 
Moosa, and Correctional Services Minister and Inkatha 
negotiator Sipho Mzimela to look into mediation. 


Inkatha negotiators said they intended raising the issue 
at Monday’s constitutional committee meeting when 
they would request a final ruling on whether mediation 
formed part of the constitution-making process. The 
outcome of the discussions between Mandela, De Klerk 
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and Buthelezi depended on the assembly’s accommoda- 
tion of mediation in its schedule. 


Buthelezi expressed concern at the weekend “that the 
work programme developed by the Constitutional 
Assembly would make international mediation an exer- 
cise in futility”. He was not optimistic that Inkatha’s 
demand for mediation on outstanding constitutional 
issues—agreed to by the three parties before the elec- 
tion—would be met. He recently wrote to Ramaphosa 
saying it was “of little avail” to resume mediation while 
the assembly proceeded with its work. 


However, Ramaphosa stressed yesterday that the assem- 
bly’s work programme was flexible. “If it is agreed (by 
the three leaders) that international mediation will play a 
role, we will be flexible.” 


An Inkatha negotiator said if the constitutional com- 
mittee overruled Inkatha, the party’s next move would 
be decided at a special conference in March. In the 
meantime Inkatha would continue to participate in the 
process “under protest”. 


The constitution-making process begins in earnest 
tomorrow when the six public participation theme com- 
mittees meet. 


New Army Chief’s Style of Command Noted 


MB2001193795 Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL & 
GUARDIAN in English 20-26 Jan 95 p4 


[Report by Jan Taljaard in Pretoria] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The new chief of the army has 
encountered a serious problem since moving to Pretoria 
to take up his new post: the gymnasiums in Pretoria only 
open at 5:30 AM. 


“No man, that’s much too late,” says Lieutenant- 
General Reg Otto. Gesturing towards the rather forbid- 
ding facade of Army HQ, he remarks: “We start over 
here at 6:30 which leaves me no time to go to a 
gymnasium that only opens at 5:30.” 


With a lager (the light one) in hand at a post- 
press-conference function, Otto does not exactly strike 
one as a fitness fanatic. But both he and his CV attest to 
the fact that he likes his regular workouts and to that will 
even add jogging over the weekends. 


What a rather bland and perhaps politically sanitised CV 
(no medals for serious heroics or mentions in bush war 
dispatches) does not tell one, Otto will nevertheless 
readily provide. 


Presented to the press this week, he answered them all: 
from questions on indemnity, the death of a soldier in 
detention, affirmative action and his feelings about 
working with people that not too long ago were regarded 
as the army’s enemies. 
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There was none of the “I don’t think this is the occasion 
for that kind of question” or the furtive referrals to 
liaison officers or scraps of paper. 


He also did it in both Afrikaans and English and while 
there was no question in another language, his CV let it 
be known that he would have been able to do it in Zulu 
as well. 


Right at the outset of the press conference, Otto himself 
volunteered that he has an informal style of command, 
but that this does not mean he wants to be popular 
instead of being effective. 


“Someone has to make the decisions and while I like to 
discuss problems with fellow officers and soldiers | am 
willing to make the decisions.” 


Apparently having decided what affirmative action in 
the army means, Otto explained: “It means that people 
must be selected and trained to reach a level of profi- 
ciency. The ANC and the previous government had 
agreed that we should stick to laid-down requirements. 
To become an officer in the army you have to be trained. 
We are working with, educating and training people now 
and doing it according to the requirements expected 
from a soldier and an officer.” 


In the same way the army will continue with a policy of 
training officers from other African states depending on 
requests. It is his view that after the initial problems, 
integration of the different forces is progressing 
smoothly and may even be completed before the target 
date of 1997. According to Otto all parties concerned 
had learned some lessons form the initial problems and, 
with the lessons in mind, should be able to cope with the 
remainder of the process. 


His reply to a question on his feelings of working with 
former enemies is immediate: “If I had any ill feelings 
about it, I wouldn’t be sitting here.” 


Assessing the role of the army and the military threat 
against South Africa he stated that the threat is rather 
one of internal stability than a threat from beyond the 
countries borders. The army’s role will possibly be one of 
internal area protection and of assisting the police. 


Viljoen Offers To Aid ANC on Indemnity Issues 


MB2401174995 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1600 GMT 24 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freedom Front leader Con- 
stand Viljoen says the proposed truth and reconciliation 
commission will be costly and time-consuming. General 
Viljoen said in an interview with the SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] that he had enough 
knowledge and understanding of the security forces to 
help the ANC in acquiring any information it needed. 


[Begin Viljoen recording] I am sure that if we can 
guarantee the people amnesty, there is no reason why we 
cannot make available in a very responsible way the 
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necessary information that would satisfy the ANC. So if 
they make available to me their requirements, then I’m 
prepaied to undertake this task and see whether we can’t 
save a lot of taxpayers’ money and also cut out many of 
the adverse effects that the truth commission will have 
on the society in South Africa. [end recording] 


Gen. Viljoen added that he would be prepared to act as 
facilitator for the police and Defense Force. 


Botha Urges Dropping Red Mercury Debate 


MB2401121795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1201 
GMT 24 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 24 SAPA— 
Perpetuating the red mecury debate could lead for- 
eigners into thinking “we are a bit crack-brained”, 
Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha said on 
Tuesday. 


He told reporters at a nuclear information conference at 
Midrand if the substance had indeed existed, countries 
such as the United States would have long ago claimed it 
for themselves. ‘They would have kept it away from 
everybody else like they did with the nuclear bomb.” 


Mr Botha added: ‘‘We should listen to the scientists. I 
know one or two of .hem disagrees, but most tell us that 
they cannot see how a chemical compound could achieve 
the same effect as the splitting of an atom.” 


He jokingly told the conference “we could turn to red 
mercury” if nuclear power was to be banned because of 
radioactivity. “Perhaps you can assist us in ascertaining 
whether red mercury is a hoax or a hope, something we 
could turn into fuel for electric power stations.” 


The two-day conference is co-sponsored by the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency and South Africa. 


Botha: Nuclear Power Unlikely To Replace Coal 


MB2401 141395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1306 
GMT 24 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Johannesburg Jan 24 
SAPA—Nuclear power was unlikely to replace coal as 
South Africa’s main energy source, Mineral and Energy 
Affairs Minister Pik Botha said at Midrand on Tuesday. 


He told reporters at a nuclear information conference the 
country’s energy would ‘‘of necessity” have to be largely 
based on coal. ““We have coal reserves which will last 
much longer than those of the rest of the world. It would 
be foolish of us to think that we can change over to 
another source.” 


Mr Botha added ways would have to be found to limit 
the harm done by burning coal to the environment. 
Nuclear power would be considered as a future energy 
source but it was expensive. 
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Mr Botha said his department was drafting an overall 
energy policy, looking at shortcomings and future needs. 
It would be completed within the next few months. 
[passage omitted] 


New Housing Minister Nkondo Interviewed 


MB2001132595 Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL & 
GUARDIAN in English 20-26 Jan 95 p 27 


[Report on interview with Housing Minister Sankie 
Mthembi-Nkondo by Mark Gevisser; place and date not 
specified] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] “Dear Comrade Wife,’ wrote 
ANC poet and diplomat Zinjiva Nkondo to his wife, 
Sankie, during their years of separation in exile, I know 
you are not afraid/ of spears/ your thighs and breasts of 
humanhood/ have outgrown these pests.“ 


They are divorced now, and he lives in Zambia. But they 
were, in the 1980s, one of the ANC’s pre-eminent literary 
couples: both had volumes of poetry published by the 
Congress of South African Writers in 1990. While 
working in Lusaka, she wrote a story under her nom de 
guerre, Rebecea Matlou, entitled One Never Knows, 
which won special mention in a contentinental [word as 
published] women’s writing competition and was pub- 
lished in a Swedish anthology. 


Like her protagonist in this story, who becomes unwit- 
tingly involved in the ANC underground in the 1970s, 
Mthembi-Nkondo gives the impression of being rock- 
solid, a pillar of the struggle, “not afraid/ of spears’’. But 
the story, as its title suggests, is about the impossibility of 
understanding the present and determining the future. 
This, up against the formidable revolutionary ratio- 
nalism of the ANC. There’s a subtext to Mthembi- 
Nkondo’s genial strength, one which is found in her 
fiction: while her female hero radiates silent courage to 
those around her, the reader understands her alienation 
and insecurity. 


In an interview this week, she returned repeatedly to the 
difficulties of exile and separation; and to the refuge that 
the movement provided. There is something quite incon- 
gruous about her willingness to spool randomly through 
her consciousness: “When I began to receive multiparty 
South African delegations in Bonn (where she was ANC 
chief representative until late 1993), I began to under- 
stand that it was possible to return home, really to return 
home. And my mind wandered back to my childhood, to 
my friends and school and family, and I began to 
imagine how we all would function as a liberated 
people.” This is a poet’s way of being, one thinks. Not a 
politician’s. 


And yet she likes to portray herself as tough: “You must 
remember,” she twinkles, that I come from Soweto. The 
ghetto, the jungle. You learn to survive there. If you 
allow yourself to be bullied, you'll spend the rest of your 
days paying off protection fees. And so you toughen up: 
you become a product of your environment.‘ One of the 
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things she learnt in other parts of Africa, she says, "’is 
that you don’t have to fight. You can disagree with 
someone, and argue for hours, like the Nigerians do. You 
don’t have to pull a knife out.“ 


Poet-intellectual she might be. But she must have the 
instincts of a politician to have become one of the very 
few women to have made it to the upper echelons of 
ANC power. Early on in her exile, as a journalist on 
Radio Freedom, she came to the attention of Thabo 
Mbeki, then head of ANC information. She later worked 
under him in the international affairs department—first 
in Lagos and then in Bonn. 


Several sources in the ANC believe her appointment to 
be a direct result of her relationship with Mbeki: after 
her return to South Africa in 1993, she ran the derart- 
ment of international affairs for him. Others counter, 
however, that Mbeki frequently overlooked her—placing 
Aziz Pahad above her in the transitional executive 
committee's foreign affairs subcommittee, for example. 
And that she caught Nelson Mandela’s eye in Bonn 
where she took over a particularly difficult and trouble- 
some terrain—relations between the ANC and the 
German government were not good—and transformed it 
into one of the more effective missions of the movement. 


Indeed, Mandela—along with Mbeki and Jacob Zuma— 
is believed to have supported her in the election for 
deputy secretary general at last month’s ANC congress, a 
battle she lost decisively to the far higher profile—and 
more leftwing—Cheryl Carolus. 


Cabinet insiders suggest that her appointment was a 
combination of two key factors: Mandela’s desire to keep 
the housing ministry powered by Joe Slovo’s legacy— 
which—would require a lower-profile minister both effi- 
cient and humble—and his wish to develop new, and 
particularly female, political leadership. 


“I feel terribly uncomfortable here,” she says, on her 
second day in an office whose generic Pretoria drabness 
allows for no remembrance of its former occupant. “I 
kept on moving about this afternoon, looking for a 
different chair. I didn’t want to sit where Comrade Joe 
sat.” 


She is of the 1976 generation—her classmates at Tur- 
floop included Cyril Ramaphosa and Matthews Phosa, 
and she was to begin teaching in Soweto in the very year 
of the uprising. For her, Slovo was of the generation that 
“took responsibility for bringing us up, both politically 
and literally, for we were little more than children when 
we left the country.” 


It would be “‘dishonest’’, she says. “to attempt to imitate 
him”. But running the ministry will be about “upholding 
his principles and making sure that what he has created 
is not destroyed.” 


There is something radically new she will bring to the 
housing sector: the sheer fact that she is a woman. She 
has a characteristically lyrical response to the suggestion 
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that she has moved from the female realm of welfare to 
the male realm of housing: “It might be macho to see 
people building houses, putting brick on top of brick. But 
there’s another way of looking at it. Let’s look at house- 
holds rather than empty houses. More than two thirds of 
all South African households are headed by women and 
the strength and the power of those households are 
dependent on women. The household is central to the 
saniiy and harmony of society, and there is a woman at 
the centre of that household.” 


Mthembi-Nkondo did feel particularly judged as a 
woman in her last post, as deputy minister of welfare: “If 
you're a woman, you're expected to deliver, sometimes 
unfairly, in a very short space of time.’’ Her record as 
deputy minister of welfare was not wildly impressive: 
according to those in the welfare sector, very little 
happened at the ministry, but they blame this on the fact 
that the minister, Abe Williams, is a National Party 
appointment, who had little interest in transforming the 
department and who allowed his deputy very little room 
to manoeuvre. 


Despite the fact that she was trained as a diplomat. she 
feels very comfortable in the field of service provision, 
welfare or housing. She articulates a dedication that is 
utterly credible. Listen, for example, to a story she 
relates, off the cuff: 


“When I first started coming back to South Africa, 
whenever I'd go home to Meadowlands, I'd ask someone 
to come with me, because I couldn't take the face of 
suffering that would confront me. There were twins 
across the road from us, who were born when I was about 
12, and I used to look after them, I brought them up. 
Now, when I see them, I look at faces that look older than 
me, because of poverty, because of drink. When I first 
went home, I tried to find out what had happened to Ma 
Julia, to Ntati Simon, to Cookies. And the tape would 
unwind: he was stabbed when crossing from Dube sta- 
tion, she got shot outside the hostel, he’s a hobo now. I 
might be a cabinet minister now, but because the rest of 
them in Meadowlands didn’t have my opportunities, my 
achievement belongs to them.” 


Her poetry, like her fiction, deals with the themes of 
commitment and trust. While she lionises the heroes of 
the struggle—from Ruth First, an early mentor, to Oliver 
Tambo—she agonises over the work expected of her as a 
““soldier-poet”: On the one hand, “I do not have the 
leisure/to wander along aimless paths/ to wallow in 
literary art creations”: on the other, “I cannot shelve my 
creative instincts/until peace time...” 


Her anthology, Flames of Fury, has both the compelling 
rhythms and the overwrought imagery of South African 
struggle poetry, influenced in equal measure by the black 
consciousness movement of the 1970s and the Luso- 
phone poet-revolutionaries; lines like ‘Flames fume fury 
and vengeance/ the falcon souls burn in haste” and “I 
know who I am/ I die in detention everyday/.../ I am my 
people/ my country.” 
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There is evidence in her verse of serious talent: she 
implores a mother, for example, to “show scorn... with 
the swoop of your backside”. Perhaps, in another place 
and another time, Mthembi-Nkondo might have gone 
down in history as a competent and respected poet: a 
minor literary celebrity on the world beat. But she is, so 
quintessentially, a product of this place and this time: 
out of the country in 1977; into power in 1994. She 
might yet go down in history as a major political figure: 
the woman who filled Joe Slovo’s shoes. 


ANC Official Charged With Misuse of Funds 


MB2101153395 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 0500 GMT 21 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Western Cape [Province] Min- 
ister of Environment Affairs Mr. Lerumo Kalako is to 
face disciplinary action at the ANC’s regional meeting 
next month. ANC sources confirmed that Mr. Kalako, 
who is alleged to have misused public funds while on a 
tour to Australia, has been criticized by President Nelson 
Mandela. Mr. Kalako was also allegedly responsible for 
producing a separate list of regional nominees to repre- 
sent the province on the ANC National Executive Com- 
mittee. The list excludes previously nominated colored 
leaders. 


Split Arises Over National Health Plan 


MB1701161695 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 17 Jan 95 pp 1-2 


{Report by Kathryn Strachan] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The proposed national health 
insurance scheme has run into difficulty, with Health 
Minister Nkosazana Zuma overriding her advisers’ rec- 
ommendations and opting for a controversial plan they 
had rejected. 


The health finance committee, appointed by Zuma to 
examine options, opposes the Deeble model that she 
selected. 


A further setback arose yesterday with reports that one of 
the two co-chairmen of the committee charged with 
implementing the model, Dr Jonathan Broomberg, is 
considering withdrawing because his committee has 
been limited to the Deeble model and may not investi- 
gate other options. 


The Deeble model favoured by the Minister would 
encompass all primary health care, including all general 
practitioner [GP] services under the scheme. GPs’ prac- 
tices—their services and medicines—would be financed 
by a straight annual fee, paid by the fund, for each 
patient serviced. 


While the Health Ministry has refused to release the 
report compiled by the finance committee a copy of the 
report given to BUSINESS DAY opposes the option 
based on the Australian model and punted by Australian 
health economist Dr Jonathan Deeble. 
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The report says: “Based on the committee’s assessment 
of the pros and cons of the three options and the 
financial analysis currently available to the committee, 
we were of the view that option one (the Deeble model) 
would not be affordable at present. Moreover, we feel the 
risks to the public sector of option one are too great and 
the phased approach offered by options two and three 
are more sensible. Option two was preferred over option 
three.” 


Option two was that primary health coverage be avail- 
able to everyone, but with a limited choice of provider. 
Option three was that primary health care and hospital 
cover would be available to contributors only and that 
non-contributors would rely on the state. 


The report says option one was likely to lead to an almost 
entirely contracted private provider system, funded 
through the national health insurance. “The other 
options are likely to see the public provider network 
continue, and hopefully strengthen,” the report says. 


Zuma’s special adviser, Olive Shisana said the Minister 
extracted from the report elements that she believed 
were worth pursuing and which she wanted as a basis for 
further investigations. She said Zuma would not bother 
to discuss issues which she did not support because they 
would raise unnecessary concerns. 


Despite what was written in the report there was no 
unanimity in the finance committee, she said. 


Zuma would not accept a scheme which excluded people 
who had been deprived of health care all along, Shisana 
said. The policy recommended by the finance committee 
was an option that the Minister felt she could not pursue. 


She said the other options either failed to integrate the 
public and private sectors or they excluded the unem- 
ployed. 


The finance committee was a special advisory committee 
set up to assist the Minister in reaching a decision and 
not a formal committee of inquiry, she said. 


While the report says the next step is to examine the 
financial and logistic feasibility of the options, it is 
understood that Broomberg is reconsidering his position 
as co-chairman as the implementation committee is 
limited to implementing only the one option. 


He declined to confirm or deny this, saying discussions 
were under way. 


There is also concern that the data produced by the 
finance committee is too superficial to form a basis on 
which to decide the new model. 


Sources said members of the finance committee were 
“incredibly unhappy” about the way in which the Health 
Ministry was approaching the issue. 


Brian Brink of Anglo American, who is a member of the 
implementation committee, said he was aware of these 
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concerns and would investigate them. National Associa- 
tion of Private Hospitals chairman Riel du Toit said the 
lack of transparency in the process was unacceptable. 


Primary Health Care Plan Unlikely in 1995 


MB2301152995 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1400 GMT 23 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Health Minister Nkosazana 
Zuma says a national primary health care insurance 
scheme is unlikely to be in place before next year. At a 
news conference in Cape Town this morning, Dr Zuma 
announced the appointment of a committee to investi- 
gate the funding of primary health care in South Africa. 


She said proposals put forward by a previous health 
finance committee had been intended only as an 
example of what could be done and would not be binding 
on the new committee. The new committee has to 
deliver a report within three months, and Dr. Zuma said 
there would be wide consultation with those involved in 
health care. 


Government Budgets Millions for Bond Boycotts 


MB2201194395 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
(BUSINESS TIMES Supplement) in English 22 Jan 95 


pl 
[Report by Sven Lunsche] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The government will set aside 
at least R50-million [rands] in its 1995/6 Budget to 
insure banks against bond boycotts once they start their 
lending programme in black townships, Housing Min- 
ister Sankie Nkondo said on Friday [20 January]. 


Mrs Nkondo also indicated that housing’s percentage of 
the overall Budget would improve significantly over the 
next few years from its current level of one percent 
(R1.3-billion). 


“During this week’s Cabinet meeting it was decided to 
reprioritise government spending. Housing and educa- 
tion will be two of the major beneficiaries,” she says. 


Sources in the Department of Housing said that while no 
figures had been agreed upon there was a tacit under- 
standing that over a five-year period housing would 
receive 5 percent of the total Budget, in line with 
international norms. 


Former Housing Minister Joe Slovo set a target of 
building 1.5-million new homes before the end of the 
decade. “With a static Budget there is no way we can 
achieve this target,” the source said. 


Mrs Nkondo, still on a steep learning curve in her new 
portfolio, says that the government will rely on all the 
major players in the industry to finance the housing 
programme. 


One of the most significant achievements of her prede- 
cessor was convincing banks to return to the townships 
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after they had withdrawn from black areas in the wake of 
the bond boycotts of the mid-1980s. 


In terms of the Mortgage Indemnity Scheme, passed by 
Cabinet last month, banks will this year put up R2- 
billion to provide about 50,000 loans to black house- 
holds earning between R1,500 and R3,500 a month. 


In return the government agreed to cover the banks 
against losses arising from political instability or rent 
boycotts. 


“We still have to finalise the financial details but we will 
provide at least R50-million in 1995/6 to cater for 
potential losses by the banks,” Mrs Nkondo says. 


She is confident that a concerted campaign by the 
government, backed by the civics, will reduce the scale of 
non-payment for services in the townships. 


A further obstacle to the resumption of bank financing is 
the finalisation of a builders’ warranty scheme, which 
will protect homeowners from shoddy workmanship. 


“We are close to concluding the details of the scheme,” 
Mrs Nkondo says. 


Apart from the budgetary allocations, housing will also 
receive significant funds from the reconstruction and 
development programme she says, both in the current 
and in the 1995/6 financial year. 


Bank Governor Hopes Finrand Scrapped in 1995 


MB1801132995 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 18 Jan 95 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Greta Steyn] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Reserve Bank Governor Chris 
Stals hopes this year will see the scrapping of the finan- 
cial rand [finrand] as a first step towards the complete 
removal of remaining capital movement controls. 


Speaking in an interview in Pretoria, he said: “If the 
finrand is not abolished in 1995 SA [South Africa] could 
stand accused of moving too slowly and being too 
conservative.” 


A gradual approach and caution were necessary but 
“‘gradualism does not mean coming to a complete stand- 
still’’. 


He could not, however, recommend the scrapping of the 
finrand unless he was sure that financial stability could 
be guaranteed in the period immediately after the abo- 
lition of the investment unit. 


“We have to have the dollars, otherwise speculative 
capital outflows could easily escalate,” he said. SA could 
not afford a 20 percent to 30 percent depreciation in its 
currency, although some initial pressure could be 


expected. 


Everything depended on the Bank’s ability to handle a 
move out of the country triggered by the scrapping of the 
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dual currency mechanism. He hoped the Bank would be 
in a position to do so this year. “The conditions are 
developing to allow for action without too much disrup- 
tion.” 


The situation was much better than a year ago. “Scrap- 
ping the finrand should be a non-event. We were almost 
there when Mexico changed perceptions.” 


But he believed the finrand’s recent weakness would 
work itself out of the system. It was a temporary phe- 
nomenon, triggered mainly by Mexico’s devaluation and 
resulting doubts about emerging markets. 


The turnover in the finrand market was small compared 
with the $5bn daily turnover in the commercial rand 
market—and its movements were exaggerated. He would 
prefer to see the discount between SA’s two currencies 
below the present level of about 15 percent, but that was 
‘already much better than last year’s levels”. 


He was pleased with the improvement in SA’s net 
reserve situation, noting that the seasonal outflows in 
December were lower last year than in 1993. Much of 
that had already flowed back into the country and he 
expected an increase in net reserves in January. The 
Bank’s net reserves had risen by about R8bn [rands] 
since May. 


The current account deficit would deepen this year, but 
it was not cause for concern as SA had adequate access to 
foreign capital to finance the deficit. He hoped SA would 
be able to finance the deficit on the current account as 
well as build up forex reserves. It might not be necessary 
to have recourse to the IMF for short-term balance of 
payments assistance. 


Stals said capital controls over SA residents would 
remain in place after the finrand’s demise, but plans 
would have to be devised to achieve a phased removal of 
these restrictions. 


Policymakers would have to hold detailed discussions 
with SA fund managers on a phased introduction of 
foreign investment by SA institutions. 


On inflation, he said a strong rand was of major impor- 
tance in keeping inflation under control. If the rand had 
not depreciated in the first half of last year, SA could 
have had inflation of below 7 percent. However, a 
significant appreciation in the rand would hurt exporters 
and was not at this stage a feasible route towards lower 
inflation. 


The Bank was concerned over the rate at which domestic 
credit extension was expanding. He did not want to be 
drawn on the timing of the next rise in Bank rate. 


Money supply guidelines would probably be announced 
once the final GDP figures for last year were available 
and there was clarity on fiscal policy. The fact that 
growth in the stock of money had exceeded the 6 percent 
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to 9 percent guidelines last year should be seen against 
the background of the slow growth in the two preceding 
years. 


People Said More Optimistic Than Last Year 


MB1901174495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1452 
GMT 19 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 19 SAPA— 
Almost three-quarters of black South Africans and 41 per 
cent of whites, coloureds and Asians feel 1995 will be 
better than last year, according to the findings of Mark- 
inor’s latest Gallup poll released on Thursday [19 Jan- 


uary]. 


The poll was carried out in November among 2.320 
people living mainly in the major cities. 


Markinor said in a statement the figures reflected a 
“significant increase” in optimism since a year ago when 
the figures were 60 per cent for blacks and 31 per cent for 
whites, coloureds and Asians. 


The number of blacks who felt the year would be worse 
than the previous one fell from 18 per cent a year ago to 
seven per cent; and the figure for whites, coloureds and 
Asians fell from 32 to 26 per cent. 


A fair number of whites, coloureds and Asians (23 per 
cent) felt things would remain the same, and in nearly 
every instance metropolitan coloureds were more opti- 
mistic than metropolitan Indians or whites. 


Markinor account director Mari Harris said increasing 
optimism among blacks was “‘understandable”’. 


“The election has come and gone, the country has its first 
black leader, and the blacks are in a clear majority in the 
government,” she said. “And although many blacks have 
not yet reaped visible benefits, they are clearly hopeful 
that they will.” 


Asked about strikes and industrial disputes, only 12 per 
cent of blacks felt they would increase in the year ahead 
compared to nearly half of whites, coloureds and Asians. 


“Clearly whites are still a bit unsure about what the 
future holds for them,”’ Ms Harris said. 


Asked whether 1995 would be a peaceful year, 28 per 
cent of whites felt it would be troubled compared to 19 
per cent who said it would be peaceful. A greater 
proportion of whites (42 per cent) felt it would remain 
the same. 


An overwhelming 69 per cent of blacks felt 1995 would 
be a peaceful year, and five per cent said it would be 
troubled. Sixteen per cent said it would remain the same. 


“Although overall there has been an increase in opti- 
mism, there is clearly still a great deal of reservation in 
the minds of whites, coloureds and Indians,” said Ms 
Harris. 
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Blacks on the other hand were still fairly euphoric 
despite many of them having not yet reaped the benefits 
of a new government. 


“Their optimism is certainly commendable and should 
be encouraging to the country’s leaders. However, this 
should not be taken as grounds for complacency. The 
government should take note that many South Africans 
are not convinced of a rosy future.” 


Survey Reports 35 Percent of Blacks Employed 


MB1501195695 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
(BUSINESS TIMES Supplement) in English 15 Jan 95 


p3 


[Report by Kevin Davie] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The most extensive quanti- 
fication of poverty in South Africa [SA] to date finds 
only 35 percent of blacks have jobs compared with 71 
percent of whites. 


Joblessness is particularly acute for black females, only 
27 percent of whom have jobs. Fifty-nine percent of 
white females have jobs. 


Conducted by the University of Cape Town-based SA 
Labour and Development Research Unit during a nine- 
month period before the election, the World Bank- 
backed survey of 9,000 households provides a baseline 
from which development can be measured. 


It focuses on a range of variables including household 
income, expenditure, employment, access to water, type 
of housing, energy sources. modes and duration of trans- 
port, health indicators, perceived quality of life and 
household budgets and debts. 


These variables are also reflected by race, province and 
rural/urban areas. 


Black respondents (56 percent) saw jobs as government’s 
most important priority, following by housing (38 per- 
cent) and piped water (32 percent). 


Whites saw peace (55 percent), a political settlement (41 
percent) and lower taxes (37 percent) as government’s 
most important tasks. 


The average black household has a monthly income of 
R1,005 [rands] compared with R6,394 for whites. 


Incomes are highest for white households in the Eastern 
Transvaal (R10,864 a month) and the Free State 
(R10,034), with Gauteng third at R6,653. 


The Northern Transvaal and Eastern Cape are South 
Africa’s poorest provinces, black households receiving 
monthly incomes of only R723 and R745 respectively. 


Black female-headed households spend R259 a month 
on average, the white equivalent being R2,018. These 
figures are well below average household expenditure of 
R1,111 for blacks and R4,742 for whites. 
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The average black spends 40 minutes on a single journey 
to work. The white average is 24 minutes. The black 
averages for the Western Cape and Gauteng are 54 and 
52 minutes respectively. 


Thirty percent of workers in regular employment are 
trade union members. Indians (41 percent) and 
coloureds (41 percent) are the most unionised followed 
by blacks (35 percent). Only 16 percent of whites are 
members of unions. 


Thirty-eight percent of blacks said they were dissatisfied 
with their quality of life compared with 10.5 percent of 
whites. 


Ninety-five percent of whites have television sets com- 
pared with 32 percent of blacks. 


Eighty percent of Gauteng blacks have flush toilets 
compared with 7.5 percent in the Northern Transvaal; 
100 percent of Gauteng whites have flush toilets. 


Seventy percent of Gauteng blacks have electricity; only 
9 percent of Eastern Cape blacks are connected to the 
grid. 

Blacks (38 percent) rely on wood as the main source of 
energy for cooking. Forty percent use candles as the main 
source of light. [passage omitted] 


[Source] South Africans Rich and Poor: Baseline House- 
hold Statistics. Published by the SA Labour and Devel- 
opment Research Unit, University of Cape Town, 
Private Bag, Rondebosch 7700. 


Survey Says Affirmative Action Widely Practiced 


MB2401151295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1324 
GMT 24 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 14 SAPA— 
Affirmative action is being widely put into practice by 
companies and in the public sector, a recent survey by 
management consultants FSA-Contact shows. 


Spokesman Harriet Webster said 84 per cent of 86 public 
and private organisations surveyed had some form of 
affirmative action, compared with 74 per cent in 1993 
and 58 per cent in 1992. 


She said the organisations were in all economic spheres 
and ranged from small companies to corporations with 
more than 5,000 employees. 


The survey showed 57 per cent of respondents had 
formal affirmative action programmes, 27 per cent had 
informal programmes and 16 per cent had neither. 


“In comparison with a year ago, this signifies a concerted 
effort by companies to address imbalances in our soci- 
ety,” Ms Webster said. 


Eighty-five per cent of those with affirmative action 
programmes said they were either promoting or 
employing more people from “disadvantaged groups”. 
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About 65 per cent said they were employing more 
non-white skilled administrative employees. Seven per 
cent said they had set racial quotas for administrative 
employees. Other forms of affirmative action were edu- 
cation and training programmes. 


Ms Webster said there had been a rise in the number of 
black and Asian senior and mid-level managers in the 
past year. 


At senior management level the percentage of black 
employees rose from 3.5 per cent in 1993 to 18 per cent 
last year, and that of Asian employees from 4.5 to |4 per 
cent. This coincided with a fall in the percentage of 
senior white employees from 91 to 68 per cent. 


About 49 per cent of mid-level management positions 
are now held by non-whites (25 per cent black and 24 per 
cent Asian), compared with 31 per cent last year (15 per 
cent black and 16 per cent Asian). The percentage of 
white mid-level managers has fallen from 69 to 51 per 
cent. The percentage of black specialist staff has risen 
from three to 32 per cent, and that of Asians from 15 to 
27 per cent. 


The percentage of black employees in the “all other 
staff’ category has fallen, however, from 60 to 37 per 
cent and that of Asians from 29 to 18 per cent. The 
percentage of whites in this category has risen from 24 to 
34 per cent. 


Uranium Production Exceeding Expectations 


MB2401 163095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1603 
GMT 24 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 24 SAPA— 
Uranium production is exceeding expectations, 
according to Johannesburg Consolidated Investment’s 
{JCI} latest mining quarterly report. 


In his review of group mining operations for the quarter 
ended December 31 1994, JCI consulting engineer John 
Brownrigg said uranium production at western areas 
mines showed a surprising increase to 79,628 [metric] 
tons compared to 69,045 tons during the previous 
quarter. 


Uranium yield increased slightly to 0.557 kg/ton (0.511 
kg/ton) and tons milled increased to 143 (135). 


“We remain cautiously optimistic about the uranium 
price, and will continue to mine and stockpile uranium,” 
Brownrigg said. 


The company was accumulating about 25 tons of ura- 
nium oxide per month, and had a total stockpile of about 
160 tons. 


41 Percent Decrease in Gold Profits Reported 
MB2401 163795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1559 
GMT 24 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 24 SAPA— 
Johannesburg Consolidated Investment’s [JCI] gold 
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mines on Tuesday [24 January] reported a 41 per cent 
decrease in profit from gold to R83.6-million [rands] 
(R142.9-million) for the quarter ended December 31 
1994. 


Announcing group results at a briefing in Johannesburg, 
JCI gold and uranium division chairman, Bill Nairn, 
said the disappointing results were largely caused by 
decreases in gold production z 1d total mill througnput. 


Profits were adversely effected by sporadic incidents of 
industrial action at Randfontein Estates and to a 2.2 per 
cent drop in the gold price. 


Gold production declined 2.8 per cent to 11,662 kg, 
while mill throughput declined 2.6 per cent to 2.6- 
million [metric] tons. 


In his review of individual mine results, JCI consulting 
engineer John Brownrigg highlighted labour problems at 
group heavyweight Randfontein Estates, which resulted 
in a significant decrease in tonnage. 


“Sporadic incidents of labour unrest have continued into 
the new year,” Brownrigg said. “Workshops have been 
scheduled to address the issues involved.” 


Randfontein reported a profit after tax of R37.6-million 
(R60.2- million). Yield decreased to 3.55 g/t (3.95 g/t), 
causing a decrease in profit per ton milled to R25.51 
(R47.66). 


Western Areas reported relatively stable results, with 
profit after tax marginally down at R32.3-million 
(R36.5-million) and gold production at 4,289 kg (4.366 
kg). Brownrigg said the company’s uranium production 
exceeded expectations and production increased to 
79,628 kg (69,045 kg). 


H J Joel reported a R6.8-million loss in profit after tax. 
The company said technical problems related to the 
planned production build-up from the newly holed reef 
raises, together with limited industrial unrest, were 
partly to blame for poor results. 


South Deep reported a decrease in available profit to 
R2.2-million (R3.0-million). 


Top 4 Banks Compete for PWV Account 


MB2401174195 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 24 Jan 95 p | 


[Report by Samantha Sharpe] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] SA’s [South Africa] four major 
banks—First National [FNB], Absa, Standard and Ned- 
bank—were compelled yesterday to detail their affirma- 
tive action strategies and investment expenditure in an 
effort to woo the Gauteng legislature for its R1Obn 
{rands] account. 


The legislature asked the banks to appear at a public 
hearing to explain their reconstruction and development 
programme (RDP) strategies as part of the tendering 
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process for the account. It said the winning tender would 
be announced before the end of the month. 


A slick presentation by Standard Bank showed that 40 
percent of its staff members were black while 64 percent 
of the total were women. Supervisors were 25.5 percent 
black, junior management 8.2 percent, middle manage- 
ment 3.9 rercent and senior management 1.9 percent. 


Grilled about black representation at board level, Stan- 
dard Bank MD [managing director] Mike Vosloo said 
the bank had seven black directors, with further repre- 
sentation at a regional board level. 


FNB said that on the managerial front, which included 
all staff from department head up, the ratio of black to 
white employces was 17 to 83, while the ratio of male to 
female workers was 58 to 42. All recruitment areas had 
been advised to recruit a minimum of 50 percent black 
staff. 


Nedbank said 60 percent of its staff were women; 20 
percent of its managers were from disadvantaged groups 
and women. “We are arguably the bank with the highest- 
ranking woman executive and the only bank with a black 
group executive director.” 


The bank said it had established a reconstruction and 
affairs division in November. This included a dedicated 
RDP unit with a R4Ilm budget. But the other banks 
cautioned that the RDP should be an integral part of 
their organisations without a separate department to 
“co-ordinate the cheque writing and handouts”. 


Absa said it Intended to enlarge the pool of promotable 
candidates from disadvantaged communities rather than 
enter the poaching merry-go-round. Blacks constituted 
48.3 percent of appointments made by the bank in 
September. 


The bank said its level of black clerical staff in Sep- 
tember stood at 20 percent, supervisory staff at 4.9 
percent, managerial staff at 1.3 percent and specialist 
staff at 7.5 percent. 


During the past year two new black members were 
appointed to each of Absa’s eight regional boards, while 
a “long-serving” black regional director was appointed 
to the group board. 


De Beers, Russia Extend Diamond Talks 


MB2001 164495 Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL & 
GUARDIAN in English 20-26 Jan 95 p 36 


[Report by Dan Atkinson in London] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Critical negotiations between 
diamond giant De Beers and the Russian government are 
set to be extended into 1996, the GUARDIAN news- 
paper of London has learned. That will put off a possible 
price crash and thus give a breathing space to anybody in 
the world owning or selling gem diamonds. 
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The contract allowing the South African mining group to 
market most of the former Soviet Union’s stones is due 
to run out on New Year’s Eve. And—with Russia pro- 
ducing a quarter of the world’s diamonds measured by 
value—failure to renew the deal would almost certainly 
mean a worldwide scramble for sales, triggering a col- 
layse in gem-diamond values. 


Sources said on Monday [16 January] th it the December 
31 deadline may be passed without .n agreement. 
Rather, the two parties will “agree to continue to talk”’. 


Discussions have been under way in Moscow and 
London, and the industry has been buzzing with 
rumours of a Russian pull-out from the unique private 
monopoly that allows De Beers to run a “single channel” 
marketing system for the bulk of the world’s diamonds. 


But a De Beers source suggested that some sort of a deal 
could, given time, be stitched together. 


Relations between the diamond world’s two superpowers 
have been under strain recently, with De Beers’ London- 
based Central Seiling Organisation (CSO), the marketing 
arm, effectively accusing the Russians of leaking half a 
billion dollars’-worth of diamonds on to world markets 
through unauthorised sales during 1994. 


The growth of Russian nationalism and the increasing 
demands of politicians from Russia’s diamond- 
producing regions for a bigger say in any future deal have 
made the negotiations far more complex this time 
around than they were in 1990, when De Beers had to 
handle only the monolithic Soviet Union. 


De Beers has accepted that, as diamond-producing coun- 
tries become more sophisticated, the CSO’s marketing 
profits will be eroded. 


Diamond sales have not returned to the dizzy heights of 
the late 1980s. Low inflation in the developed world has 
a depressing effect on prices and is likely to remind the 
Russians that diamonds keep their value only when the 
industry agrees to the self-discipline of the De Beers 
marketing monopoly. 


South African Press Review for 25 Jan 
MB2501111495 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Lubowski Inquest Reopened—The “wheels of justice 
have begun to grind again” in the case of assassinated 
South-West African People’s Organization leader Anton 
Lubowski with the decision of Namibian Prosecutor- 
General Hans Heyman to reopen the inquest into his 
death, notes a page 18 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 25 January. Heyman has adjudged 
that two Civil Cooperation Bureau, CCB, suspects, 
whom the De Klerk government had refused to extra- 
dite, should be called to testify. “In the interests of 
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justice Nelson Mandela’s government should respond 
positively to the anticipated request from Namibia for 
the former CCB men to be extradited.” 


Call for NP To Withdraw From Unity Government—In 
an article on the same page, Allister Sparks refers to the 
threat by Deputy President De Klerk to withdraw from 
the Government of National Unity, GNU, over the issue 
of secret indemnity for 3,500 policemen, saying: “Even 
though De Klerk did not withdraw from the GNU, the 
fact that he threatened to do so—and that he and his 
colleagues have done so before—has surely discredited 
the case for power- sharing. They have demonstrated 
themselves that a compulsory coalition cannot work. If 
the system’s most ardent advocates find it so hard to 
handle after only eight months, how on earth can we 
consider building it into our permanent constitution?” 
The GNU has been necessary to carry the country 
“through the transition,” but “already it is a diminishing 
asset, its disadvantages rapidly overhauling its benefits. 
Some time before the 1999 election, it will come to an 
end.” Sparks warns that the National Party “will have to 
pull out for its own survival, otherwise it will lose its 
identity altogether.” 


SOWETAN 


ANC’s ‘Moral Crusade’—The ANC is advised by Johan- 
nesburg SOWETAN in English on 25 January in a page 
10 editorial to devise a procedure to deal with contro- 
versies such as those surrounding prominent members 
like Peter Mokaba and Allan Boesak who have been 
accused of misappropriating public funds. The ANC’s 
“moral high ground” “must be nurtured and treasured 
by ensuring that its officials and public representatives 
are morally beyond reproach and their conduct exem- 
plary.” ““Mandela’s ‘moral crusade’ is of critical impor- 
tance to the future of this country and the ANC is about 
the only organisation that can effectively enforce it.” 
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BUSINESS DAY 


Limits Needed in Public Tenders—‘‘Public tenders 
awarded after the grilling of chief executives on corpo- 
rate employment practices and socia) policies are novel, 
but not necessarily a bad thing,” says a page 12 editorial 
in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 25 
January. ““None of the banks questioned this week 
seemed to object to being judged not just on their ability 
to handle a R10bn [rands] account, bui also on their 
affirmative action policies and RDP [Reconstruction 
and Development Program] strategies.*" However, 
BUSINESS DAY believes “there should be limits to 
what companies have to make public when they pitch for 
public tenders.” Public tenders are a “legitimate lever to 
encourage affirmative action and development policies, 
but banking experience, capacity and pricing should 
weigh far more heavily in a decision on a multibillion 
banking contract. And there are obvious dangers of 
abuse when politicians award commercial contracts 
based on largely political considerations.” 


Answers Needed to Malebane-Metsing ‘Sleazy Affair'— 
A second editorial on the same page comments on the 
sacking of North West Province Agriculture Minister 
Malebane-Metsing over corruption and sexual harass- 
ment charges, and his subsequent appointment as North 
West Premier Popo Molefe’s “special adviser,” saying: 
“There are many questions on this sleazy affair that need 
answering.’ ANC Deputy Secretary-General Cheryl Car- 
olus “averred—presumably on orders from high up— 
that it would be unfair to delay Malebane-Metsing’s 
appointment pending the outcome of investigations.” 
However, Malebane-Metsing’s “executive salary—the 
cost of resolving an internal ANC squabble—is to be 
borne by the taxpayer, and that, especially, 1s unaccept- 
able.” 
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Angola 


Matos, Ben-Ben Meeting Possibly Postponed 


MB2401213695 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 24 Jan 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] The second meeting of the military 
leaders is no longer expected to be held tomorrow, because 
there has been no confirmation from the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA]. There are 
no links of communication, and the Joint Commission is 
waiting for its chairman, Alioune Blondin Beye, to return. 
Goncalves Inhangica has more details. 


[Begin Inhangica recording] There was an atmosphere of 
desolation at Joint Commission headquarters today. No 
one is saying anything, and no one knows anything. The 
sources we contacted say nothing indicates that Angolan 
Armed Forces General Joao de Matos and General 
Ben-Ben from the Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola [FALA] will meet here in Luanda tomorrow. 


During the last Joint Commission meeting in Huambo, 
UNITA proposed to send its generals to Luanda for the 
second face-to-face meeting. The government did not 
object to this proposal, and the meeting was expected to 
be held 25 January. 


The mechanisms for the government to communicate 
with UNITA are not working. Our source says that even 
the telephone number that Ben-Ben gave Joao de Matos 
is out of order. The UNITA delegation to the Joint 
Commission cannot say if the meeting will take place 
tomorrow. 


The eighth session of the Joint Commission is also threat- 
ened. No confirmation has been recc'ved from Bailundo, 
where the meeting is supposed to be ‘eld. Our source says 
that the government delegation 1s waiting for Alioune 
Blondin Beye, who went to Jamba today on humanitarian 
mission, to return. It is expected that the mediator will 
clear doubts on whether or not there will be a meeting of 
the military leaders tomorrow and meetings in Bailundo 
on 26 January. Alioune Blondin Beye will meet with Isaias 
Samakuva, head of the UNITA delegation to the Joint 
Commission, to obtain information. The truth is, however, 
that the meeting of the military leaders will not take place 
tomorrow. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, Alioune Blondin Beye cleared up any doubts 
about the meetings a few minutes ago. He said the eighth 
session of the Joint Commission will take place in 
Bailundo on 26 January. The mediator also said that the 
meeting between Joao de Matos and Ben-Ben that was 
scheduled for tomorrow will happen sooner or later and 
that the postponement is not significant. Beye spoke to 
Angolan People’s Television shortly after his return from 
Jamba. 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] Will the 
chiefs of general staff meet tomorrow? 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 21 


[Beye, i. French with passage--by-passage translation 
intu Portuguese] I cannot confirm it, because | have not 
met with the chief of the UN Angola Military Verifica- 
tion Mission. I left Luanda very early this morning. All 
the same, we will determine this tomorrow. The post- 
ponement of the meeting by one or two more days is not 
very important. The Chipipa meeting was scheduled for 
Saturday but took place on Tvesday, and it was a success. 


[Correspondent] What about the meeting of the Joint 
Commission in Bailundo? 


[Beye] The meeting of the Joint Commission is sched- 
uled for 26 January. I will be able to confirm this date 
tomorrow. 


{Correspondent} Is it true that UNITA is incommunicado? 


(Beyej No, | spent the whole day with the head of the 
UNITA delegation to the Joint Commission. We 
stopped over in Bailundo, where we left the head of the 
UNITA delegation so that he could meet with UNITA 
leaders. We have no difficulty communicating with 
UNITA. Things are progressing very well with the 
UNITA delegation here in Luanda. 


[Correspondent] Everyone at Joint Commission head- 
quarters is waiting for you to confirm the meetings 
scheduled for 25 and 26 January. It seems as if both the 
meetings are in doubt. 


[Beye] The most important thing is that the eighth session 
takes place. Whether it is held in Luanda or Bailundo is not 
very important. Obviously, we would like to have more 
sessions outside Luanda, but there are also logistical prob- 
lems. You journalists would be unhappy if you could not 
attend the meetings. [end recording] 


MPLA Secretary General Reportedly Resigns 


MB2401212495 London BBC World Service in 
Portuguese 2030 GMT 24 Jan 95 


[From the “Ultima Hora” program] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Angola the Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola [MPLA] is suffering 
from an internal crisis. Differences between Angolan 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos, who is also MPLA 
chairman, and MPLA Secretary General Lopo do Nas- 
cimento are reported to have prompted Nascimento to 
resign. However, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos is 
said not to have accepted the resignation that Nasci- 
mento offered after the latest MPLA political bureau 
meeting, which was held behind closed doors. 


Lopo do Nascimento has fezused on the party's activities 
in the various provinces of Angola since he became 
MPLA secretary general more than a year ago. How¢ver, 
it seems that certain circles close to the Angolan presi- 
dent saw these efforts work as a budding campaign 
aimed at eventually leading the party. The MPLA has 
rejected reports that Lopo do Nascimento asked to 
resign. Reginaldo Silva reports from Luanda: 
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[Silva] Approached by the BBC in Luanda today, two 
senior MPLA officials vigorously denied rumors that the 
MPLA secretary general asked to resign after an MPLA 
political bureau meeting on 2 ) January. This informa- 
tion was revealed during an interview with Roberto de 
Almeida, another senior MPLA official, by Radio 
Angola this morning. Almeida said he was aware of the 
rumors, but his reply was not particularly clear, and the 
mystery surrounding Lopo do Nascimento’s alleged res- 
ignation has only thickened. One rumor had it that 
Nascimento presented his verbal resignation to Presi- 
dent Jose Eduardo dos Santos on 20 January, alleging he 
lacked the political conditions to continue his work. His 
resignation request is said to have been rejected outright. 


MPLA sources told the BBC this afternoon there js no 
truth to the rumors about the MPLA secretary ger.eral’s 
alleged resignation. [passage omitted] 


Kuito Airstrip Under Repair; Flights Suspended 


MB2301202395 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 23 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Kuito airstrip’s condi- 
tions have worsened after the landing of several large 
aircraft there. Thus, flights to the city will be suspended 
for eight days to carry out repairs. [passage omitted] 


The area’s heavy rains might, however, delay the air- 
port's reopening, and if this happens it will create food 
shortages since Kuito can only be supplied by air. 


New Finance Minister Sworn in 23 Jan 


MB2401065995 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 23 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] New Finance Minister 
Augusto da Silva Tomas was sworn in at Luanda’s 
Futungo de Belas Palace today. President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos saluted the former governor for Cabinda 
Province with a hearty handshake and gave him the first 
instructions, adding, quote, you can count on all possible 
support in your thorny mission, unquote. 


The new minister went through the usual formalities. He 
swore his allegiance and then joined his colleagues in 
government. 


Augusto Tomas is 37 years old. He completed his honors 
degree in Angola and furthered his studies in Brazil and in 
other parts where he increased his knowledge in the area of 
economics. In Angola he was a lecturer at the Faculty of 
Economics, where he taught Financial Planning and Man- 
agement. He was deputy industry minister before becoming 
governor for Cabinda Province. [passage omitted] 


Lesotho 


Eve of Moshoeshoe II’s Reinstatement Described 


MB2401194695 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 24 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


FBIS-AFR-95-016 
25 January 1995 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] After an interregnum of almost 
five years, Lesotho’s King Moshoeshoe II is due to take 
his throne back tomorrow. The reinstatement has been 
made possible by the abdication of Moshoeshoe’s son, 
Letsie, who was made monarch when the former ruling 
military council sent the king into exile. 


Last year Letsie staged a constitutional coup against the 
government of Prime Minister Mokhehle and offered to 
ste) down in favor of his father. On the line to Maseru, 
Robin White asked Emily Casreel what the atmosphere 
wis like in Lesotho on the eve of the king's reinstatement. 


[egin recording] [Casreel] I think people are going 
around about their ordinary business. Tomorrow is a 
public holiday in Lesotho, so I am sure a lot of people 
here are certainly going to be happy about that. But there 
is also a certain amount of worry amongst people here. 
They are also concerned that the reinstatement of 
Moshoeshoe II might, in fact. lead to mere problems. 


[White] Why should it? 


[Casreel] Well, Moshoeshoe II's past has been one of a 
king who enjoyed power, and there was some concern 
that when he becomes reinstated tomorrow, there may 
be a possibility of conflict—both with the ruling Basotho 
Congress Party and the possibility of the army becoming 
more involved in the state. 


[White] So people think he might want to dabble directly 
in politics? 


[Casreel] Well, that certainly is a possibility. When I talked 
to a source today who is very, very close to the king, she did 
say that her understanding of the memorandum which was 
signed on 14 September, which brought the government 
back into power after the August coup. said that the king 
was given more power and certainly has to be more 
consulted than in the past. She said there is certainly a 
decree of unhappiness in the palace that King Letsie III 
wasn't consulted enough. and she does hope that King 
Moshoeshoe II will be consulted more. 


[White] Now what actually is going to happen 
tomorrow? 


[Casreel] Well, the various public and the various digni- 
taries start arriving from 9 o'clock [0700 GMT] 
tomorrow morning in the stadium in Maseru. And after 
everybody arrives—I think there is a procession also 
involving animals and things—there is going to be the 
arrival of the fureign dignitaries. Then His Majesty King 
Letsie III is going to sign an instrument of abdication, 
after which Moshoeshoe II is going to subscribe to the 
oath of the office of the king. Then the prime minister is 
going to speak, and we are also going to get a speech from 
King Moshoeshoe II himself. 


[White] Will the stadium be packed, do you think? 


[Casreel] Well, | am not sure. When I spoke to this source 
close to the palace, she said there were going to be 10.000 
people there. She was hoping, and she was going about 
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arranging buses to get people from some of the rural areas 
in order to attend. But I think other people may attend, 
whether or not they support King Moshoeshoe II coming 
back, because it is a public holiday and they are interested. 
So, I think that we can’t necessarily determine the support 
for the king from the numbers present. [end recording] 


Mozambique 


Commentary Views Dhlakama’s ‘Transformation’ 


MB2501071695 Maputo SAVANA in Portuguese 
13 Jan 95 p 9 


{Commentary by Machado da Graca in the “Just Right” 
column: “Transformation” 


[FBIS Translated Text] 1 am not known for my sympathy 
toward the Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo], 
or its members, or even its leaders. 


Perhaps that is because my memory (let us not forget the 
past...) is more acute than that of most of my fellow 
Mozambican citizens. 


However, this must not be an excuse not to look as 
objectively as possible at political phenomena. 


One phenomenon is Afonso Dhlakama’s extremely swift 
transformation from terrorist leader to politician. It isa 
transformation worthy of careful consideration. 


Recently, I read two interviews he gave, one to Portugal’s 
PUBLICO newspaper, the other to our own DOM- 
INGO. 


Reading them, | felt Dhlakama ts a politician who is 
becoming more mature by the day. He is a man that 
neither the Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] nor 
the government can afford to continue seeing as a 
primitive leader who has just emerged from the bush and 
whose hands are still soiled with blood. 


In those interviews, Dhlakama overcame his sickly fear 
of coming to Maputo and he seemed completely at ease. 
When he said he wanted to go live in the country’s 
Central Region, he said so as a well-prepared politician 
might have done: According to him, in the past he used 
to see Maputo as he did Cabo Delgado. Now that he lives 
in Maputo, it is difficult to think along the same lines. 


It is a point of view that may be correct in the long term, 
but that is unlikely to bear any fruit in this Mozambique 
National Resistance we are now beginning to learn 
about. 


Whether you like it or not, the fact is that Maputc 
continues to be the country’s capital. It is here that the 
government and the Assembly of the Republic meet; it is 
here that you have the foreign embassies. 


It is here that visiting foreign figures try to get in touch 
with our political forces. 
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Now we must not have yet again the luxury of two 
capitals in this country—one in Maputo and the other 
somewhere in central Mozambique. 


Let it be noted that by moving to central Mozambique, 
Afonso Dhlakama also may be trying to escape the 
capital’s perilous charms or sweet bullets, to quote an 
expression used by the late President Samora Machel. 


It must be said, though, that Renamo is not about 
Dhlakama alone—much as he may claim that he con- 
ducted his party’s campaign on his own. It looks to me that 
Renamo’s internal organization system continues to suffer 
from stifling centralization. If Dhlakama leaves the coun- 
try’s political center, the result might be the paralyzation of 
the country’s principal opr sition force. It is true that 
Dhiakama can send little notes to [Renamo Political 
Affairs Department chief] Raul Domingos at the Assembly 
building in Maputo, but the country can hardly afford 
paralyzation while Raul Domingos requests a telephone 
call to Quelimane to learn, for instance, how the Renamo 
bench should vote in Parliament. 


Be that as it may, I have to say that, as I read those 
interviews, I could not help but admire Afonso 
Dhlakama’s diplomatic and political skills. 


The manner in which he dealt with the issue of his 
relationship with Mrs. Marcelina Chissano was a mas- 
terpiece of diplomacy. 


The subtlety with which he managea .o prevent journal- 
ists picking on his past errors—such as, for example. his 
claim that he had single-handedly conducted his party's 
electoral campaign—shows a politician who is quite 
ready to face up to challenges in the near future. 


His replies concerning economic issues are correct in the 
country’s present context. 


All this leads me to believe that Frelimo must adopt a far 
more dynamic approach to things if it does not wish to 
lose more of the support it once enjoyed in the country, 
to the extent that it might even be removed from power. 
Frelimo must be much more forceful about seeking the 


people's support. 


It must do so by following correct policies and by having 
its leaders boast less about victory. 


That is because Afonso Dhlakama now features in news- 
papers and he projects an image of cleanliness, calm, and 
increasing lucidity a mere two years after emerging from 
a pool of blood above which his head barely bobbed. 


In five years, he might be devastaiing. 


Dhlakama Discusses Further Election Plans 


MB2501071795 Maputo SAVANA in Portuguese 
13 Jan 95 p 32 


[Report by Lourenco Jossias] 
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[FBIS Translated Text] The Mozambique National 
Resistance [Renamo] is getting ready to deal with the 
country’s political future and is already thinking about 
the by-elections next year and general elections in 1999. 


Renamo President Afonso Dhlakama told SAVANA this 
morning that an important national conference is in 
preparation and will be held in Quelimane or Maringue, 
the party’s “historic capital” in central Sofala Province. 


“Everything will hinge on transport and accommodation 
because there will be many people out there,” Dhlakama 
said concerning the definitive choice of a venue. 


Commenting on the meeting’s agenda, the Renamo 
leader said it would make a general assessment of Ren- 
amo’s performance since the signing of the General 
Peace Accord in 1992, the implementation of the accord, 
troop confinement and demobilization, voter registra- 
tion, the electoral results, and the Assembly of the 
Republic’s operation. 


“We are going to draw up a strategy to take us to 1999 and 
we will plan work ‘on the ground’ concerning the 1996 
local government elections,” Dhlakama told SAVANA, 
adding that Renamo is close to its electoral support base 
and it is necessary “not to lose sight of the base.” 


He said at this stage he is assessing the party’s perfor- 
mance, comparing the Renamo of the bush with the 
Renamo of about two or three years ago. 


“I had never led the party from a city. I had always done 
it from the jungle. I find it very interesting that things 
have changed so much,” he said, looking rather happy. 


“I am quite happy that the assessment is positive,” he 
added. 


Dhlakama noted that he is looking at the whole issue of 
his party’s logistical requirements, the distribution of 
membership cards, and studying ways to introduce 
membership dues, taking into account the fact that most 
members are out of work and “their standard of living is 
extremely low.” 


“We are a political party that is becoming increasingly 
solid,” he said, adding that the majority of department 
chiefs are now in Parliament and it will be necessary to 
replace them with other people who will work all the 
time to make the party more dynamic. 


“Parliament is very important to us and we let our 
deputies be free to have all the time they need to go 
about their work in the Assembly,” Dhlakama said. 


Despite the fact that his party’s organization has 
improved, Dhlakama told us that Jose de Castro, cur- 
rently about to end his duties on the Natior al Elections 
Commission [CNE], has just been appointed Renamo’s 
deputy secretary general for administration and finance. 
“That will be his post the moment his CNE duties wind 
up in March,” our interviewee explained. 
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In the brief interview he gave SAVANA this morning, 
Dhlakama explained that he has really made the decision 
of “living” in Quelimane and Maputo “‘so I can lead my 
party more easily.” 


“Maputo is too far away from the rest of the country and 
there is the need for me to always be in touch with the 
people,” he noted. He reminded us that he led a war that 
affected the whole country and that he had managed it 
“because he had looked at things the same way from the 
center of the country.” 


“Maputo is this city and I might lose touch with my 
voters,” he argued. Dhlakama also affirmed that, contrary 
to speculation by political analysts, there is no danger of 
internal division if he lives elsewhere. Once again, he 
recalled the past: “Even when I lived in Maringue, I was 
visited by ambassadors, journalists, and foreign teams.” 
The same is bound to happen in Quelimane. 


Dhlakama also expressed the conviction that his deci- 
sion to move to central Mozambique will not diminish 
his role as the opposition’s leader, adding that he will 
come to Maputo whenever he has to meet the president 
of the Republic or attend a major function: “I will be in 
Maputo because this is the country’s capital. That is a 
fact.” 


Dhlakama also noted that his party was not formed the 
way some small parties were created here in Maputo, 
“with people, groups of friends, who wore ties.” 


““We got to know each other in the bush and we had to 
endure suffering beyond anything anyone can imagine. 
We did not do it here in Maputo driving vehicles, eating 
rice, or sipping whisky,” he explained. 


Dhlakama has the following plans for the future: After 
the conference, he will tour the provinces to thank the 
people for their support and “to learn about their prob- 
lems.” 


In March, he will go on a world tour that will take him to 
some “important” countries. He agreed only that Ger- 
many was one such country, though France also was 
mentioned, albeit indirectly. 


Nampula Provincial Governor Views Duties 


MB2401193395 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 24 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Radio Mozambique’s Alberto 
Julai was able to interview new Nampula Provincial 
Governor Rosario (Mualeia) a few minutes ago. 


[Begin recording] [(Mualeia)] I feel that I have been 
given a job with a great deal of responsibility that will 
require much effort and dedication. Thus, I have to be 
ready to do work that is different from the work I used to 
do on a daily basis. 


[Julai] Is the fact that you belong to the Macua tribe and 
are now Nampula Province governor going to have any 
bearing on the situation in the province? 
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[(Mualeia)}] Well, I do not want to speculate. I do not 
know whether this followed a request, whether people 
will be happy about the appointment. I do not know. 
This decision has just been made. I think it is much too 
early to tell whether the people asked for it and whether 
they will be happy with it. 


[Julai] In general terms, what will be your program for in 
Nampula Province? 


[(Mualeia)] I think it is much too early to define a program 
for this province. I do not know what programs were being 
implemented. In addition, the government presented its 
program during the election campaign. That is the priority. 
It is true that Nampula has certain specific concerns and 
problems, and the government will give them due atten- 
tion. The programs that were being implemented will 
continue. We are not going to do anything new. 


{Julai} What problems do you think should be solved 
first? 


{(Mualeia)] I think it is too early to comment on that. As 
I have just pointed out. I am not familiar with all of the 
problems. [end recording] 


New Nampula Provincial Governor Rosario (Mualeia) 
was born in the (Motse) administrative area of Nampula 
Province’s Mecuburi District on 10 June 1954. In 1982 
he completed his civil engineering degree at the Maputo 
Industrial Institute. He has been the delegate responsible 
for the development of (Motse) since 1989. Engineer 
Rosario (Mualeia) is married and has seven children. 


New Provincial Governors ‘Not Very Well Known’ 


MB2401195895 Maputo TVM Television Network in 
Portuguese 1800 GMT 24 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Joaquim Chissano 
has appointed the new governors of Sofala, Zambezia, 
and Nampula Provinces. They are: Felisberto Paulino 
Tomas, Sofala Province; (Rosario Mualeia), Nampula 
Province; and (Orlando Pedro Candoa), Zambezia Prov- 
ince. [passage omitted] 


The three men are described as not very well known to 
the public. Their faces are not even in our photograph 
file. 


(Orlando Pedro Candoa), who replaced Agostinho do 
Rosario, is the only one of the three who can be consid- 
ered somewhat well known. He used to be the education 
director in Zambezia Province. 


Felisberto Paulino Tomas is from Sofala Province’s Mar- 
romeu District. Tomas completed an honors degree in 
agronomy at Eduardo Mondlane University. He is the 
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poverty relief project coordinator in the Project Coordina- 
tion Directorate. (Rosario Mualeia) replaced Alfredo 
Gamito, who is now minister for state administration. 
(Mualeia) was born in Nampula Province’s Mecuburi 
District. He received an intermediate degree in civil engi- 
neering from the Maputo Industrial Institute. [passage 
omitted] 


The little information available on these men indicates 
that they are not at the forefront of the Mozambique 
Liberation Front, the Mozambique National Resistance, 
or any opposition political party. 


Namibia 


Details of South African Debt Under Discussion 


MB2101132495 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English 18 Jan 95 p 2 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Following South African Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela’s announcement that his govern- 
ment had agreed to write Namibia’s pre-independence 
debt of N [Namibian]$700 million, it is still unknown 
when this will be effected. 


Efforts to seek clarification from the Ministry of Finance 
were met with a brick wall when ministry officials chose 
to treat the matter with the greatest of circumspection. 


Although Finance Minister Gert Hanekom said a 
meeting had already been held with his South African 
counterpart, Mr Chris Liebenberg, to discuss the modal- 
ities of putting the decision into effect, he declined to 
divulge any details. 


Spokeswoman for the South African High Commission 
in Namibia, Ms Carol Rath also confirmed that a 
meeting had been held between the two ministers but 
said details would probably be released in Mr 
Hanekom’s budget speech. 


Mr Mandela informed President Sam Nujoma at a 
meeting held in Upington on December 6 that his 
Cabinet had agreed to write off the multi-million dollar 
debt as well as to transfer all former colonial assets. 


Mr Mandela indicated to President Nujoma that his 
cabinet regarded it as unacceptable for a developing 
country to repay debts incurred by colonial masters. 


The South African head of state also gave the assurance 
at the same meeting that properties previously registered 
in South Africa’s name would soon be transferred to 
Namibia. 


This included all former colonial assets such as the South 
African properties in Walvis Bay and the rest of the 
country, excluding the South African High Commis- 
sion’s property. 
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Benin 


Chinese Foreign Minister Arrives in Cotonou 


AB2201160295 Paris AFP in English 1505 GMT 
22 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cotonou, Jan 22 (AFP)}— 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen arrived here 
Sunday [22 January] for a two-day visit to Benin. 


He was welcomed at the airport by Benin’s Foreign 
Minister Robert Dossou. Qian will hold talks Monday 
with Benin’s President Nicephore Soglo before going on 
to Lokossa 120 kilometres (70 miles) west of here to lay 
the foundation stone of a hospital to be built and 
financed by China. 


Qian is on a five-nation tour of Africa that has already 
taken him to Zaire, Congo and Togo. He will go on to 
Nigeria before flying home. 


Ghana 


Rawlings Addresses Summit on Liberian Conflict 


AB2401192395 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1800 GMT 24 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of the ECOWAS 
[Economic Community of West African States], Presi- 
dent Rawlings of Ghana, says the subregion cannot 
continue to put up with delays in solving the Liberian 
crisis indefinitely. This is because the adverse effects of 
the crisis on the subregion are becoming unbearable. He 
made the statement when he opened a summit of leaders 
of Ghana, Nigeria, Guinea, Burkina Faso, and Cote 
dIvoire to discuss the Liberian issue at the Accra Inter- 
national Conference Center today. Teye Kitcher was 
among our team of correspondents covering the summit. 


[Begin recording] [Kitcher] One serious problem seems 
to be delay in the Liberian peace process, that is, the 
choice of the Armed Forces of Liberia and the Coali- 
tion’s member for their seat on the Council of State. This 
threatens, as President Rawlings put it, to defy solution. 
This, he said, cannot be allowed to happen. 


In the words of the president, the delay in finding 
solution to this problem means that the peace process is 
stalled, the interim government cannot be installed, and 
the disarmament process cannot begin. The delay could 
also throw into confusion the scheduled implementation 
of the Cotonou accord as amended and clarified by the 
Akosombo and Accra accords. 


President Rawlings said in spite of these difficulties, he 
is hopeful of a solution. He said the collective and 
individual influence of participants at the summit is 
required to bring reason to bear on the faction leaders to 
make the sacrifices required of them to achieve agree- 
ment. 
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According to the president, once this hurdle is sur- 
mounted, a program must be put in place for soliciting 
international assistance in the form of money and mate- 
rial in support of ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire 
Monitoring Group] and the disarmament and rehabili- 
tation of combatants. 


President Rawlings renewed the commitment of heads of 
state of ECOWAS to the organization's peace plan and 
their resolve to frustrate any attempts to resupply the 
warring factions. In his words, any resumption of large- 
scale hostilities would be a tragedy for the war-weary 
people of Liberia and a tragedy for ECOWAS. The 
president had this advice for the faction leaders: 


[Rawlings] We cannot afford to let this opportunity slip. 
Our people in Monrovia have been demonstrating their 
impatience with what is going as far as that search for 
solutions is concerned. Let us not disappoint them this 
time, ladies and gentlemen. After all, if there are some of 
us who have political ambitions, ladies and gentlemen, 
the opportunity does exist, most especially, when or if we 
(should) put in place the process of the disarmament. 
That will create the security that we all require for you to 
embark on your political campaigns for whatever office 
you may be seeking. Let's not, therefore, throw away this 
opportunity. This is nothing more than a stepping stone 
to securing the atmosphere for your political desires, for 
your, but most especially for your people. 


[Kitcher] President Rawlings highly commended the 
untiring efforts of the OAU eminent personality on 
Liberia, Reverend Canaan Banana, and Captain Kojo 
Tshikata of Ghana to the search for peace in Liberia. 


In his contribution, the Nigerian leader, General Sani 
Abacha, urged the international community not to 
abandon Liberia but instead assist in efforts being made 
by ECOWAS to bring the conflict to an end. He said the 
war in Liberia has led to a setback in the agenda of 
ECOWAS for the economic integration of the subregion. 


Gen. Abacha told the faction leaders that peace cannot 
return to Liberia by force of arms or by outsiders. Peace 
through force of arms will not last, he said. Gen. Abacha 
declared, having come this far, we should not let the 
prospects for peace elude us. 


Four heads of state attended the summit and they 
include President Blaise Compaore of Burkina Faso, 
Lansana Conte of Guinea, and Sani Abacha of Nigeria. 
Cote d’Ivoire was represented by her foreign minister, 
Mr. Amara Essy. [end recording] 


Guinea 


Sierra Leonean Rebels Release 2 Hostages 
AB2401170095 Paris AFP in English 1617 GMT 
24 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Conakry, Jan 24 (AFP)—A 
Russian and a Sierra Leone national kidnapped in Sierra 
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Leone were released Tuesday [24 January] in neigh- 
boring Guinea and handed over to Red Cross workers by 
people saying they were Sierra Leone rebels, a Red Cross 
spokesman here said. 


“The ICRC delegation is currently at Gueckedou the 
southeast border town with Sierra Leone, and is expected 
in Conakry Wednesday,” an official of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross said here. “The two freed 
hostages are thought to be travelling with them,” the 
official said. 


The hostages are just two of the people taken prisoner in 
recent months in a series of kidnappings that have 
claimed !1 Europeans and at least seven Sierra Leone- 
ans. The military government in Freetown has blamed 
the kidnappings on the Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF), which has been fighting the government for the 
last four years. 


Tony Burgener for the ICRC said in Geneva that people 
“presenting themselves as members of the Revolu- 
tionary United Front turned over the two hostages.” 
Burgener said the ICRC would try to maintain contact 
with the RUF to obtain the release of the other for- 
eigners. But Burgener said the ICRC did not know the 
exact number and did not know if they were all in the 
hands of the RUF. 


The RUF up to now has claimed only three of the 
kidnappings, including a Russian known as Volodia who 
was seized in May 1994 from a mine where he worked in 
eastern Sierra Leone. 


The Freetown military government has blamed the RUF 
for all other kidnappings since last November. Among 
those held are six Britons, three Swiss nationals 
including one with dual Australian nationality, and a 
German. 


UN-brokered talks begun at the end of last year have 
failed to find a negotiated solution to the country’s 
conflict. which according to official figures has already 
cost 5,000 lives. [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


ECOMOG Warns Against Circulating Leaflets 


AB2501125595 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 0900 
GMT 25 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group] High Command is warning that anyone 
circulating information or leaflets which are not true or 
cannot be substantiated will be held responsible, no 
matter how highly placed they are. The ECOMOG 
warning comes in the wake of leaflets circulated in 
Monrovia announcing violent action trying to destroy 
the Akosombo Agreement [words indistinct] accusing 
one of the contingent in ECOMOG as being behind the 
plan. 
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An ECOMOG release issued yesterday says it recognizes 
and respects the right of individual Liberians to commu- 
nicate and receive ideas freely but unguarded state- 
ments, false accusations, and malicious rumors 
Castigating a particular contingent in ECOMOG cannot 
create conditions [words indistinct]. 


ECOMOG wishes to extend its [words indistinct] and 
says no Liberian faction is training some insurgents to 
attack Monrovia. According to the release, the authors of 
the leaflets are out create mischief for their selfish and 
corporate political gains. ECOMOG is appealing to 
anyone who has information relating to the security of 
the country to pass such information to the appropriate 
security agencies or ECOMOG or Unomil [UN Observer 
Mission in Liberia] instead of raising alarm in leaflets. 


Nigeria 


Labor Minister Appeals for Strike-Free Year 


AB2501105195 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GMT 25 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister of labor and 
productivity, Dr. Samuel Ogbemudia, has appealed to 
the industrial unions in the country to make 1995 a 
strike-free year to enable government to prosecute its 
programs successfully. He told newsmen in Lagos that 
the appeal was necessary to avoid such unfortunate 
strikes which virtually paralyzed the economy last year. 


Dr. Ogbemudia said that the administration entered 
1994 bubbling with high hope and enthusiasm because it 
prepared a wonderful budget which was widely believed 
to be a threshold of the glorious door into society, and 
which was suddenly shut in by the action of the indus- 
trial unions. He said that he had invited representatives 
of the industrial unions for a dialogue on the issue of 
cushioning the effects of the recent increase in fuel 
prices. 


The minister stated that Nigeria Labor Congress [NLC] 
election will not take place until elections in the National 
Union of Petroleum and Natural Gas Workers, Nupeng, 
were concluded. He explained that the Nupeng election 
had to be concluded to enable it to send its own delegates 
to the NLC delegates conference. 


Tension Rises in North; Ibo Man Killed 


AB2401180895 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 24 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Tension is on the rise in 
northern Nigeria between the majority Muslim commu- 
nity and the Ibo immigrants from the southeast. About 
two weeks ago, an Ibo Christian was beheaded by a mob 
in Kano after being convicted of blasphemy against the 
Koran. And now, another Ibo man has been killed in 
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Sokoto. On the line, Jeremy Skeet asked our correspon- 
dent, Yusuf Saki Muhammed, what he knew about the 
incident: 


{Begin recording] [Muhammed] Information that 
reached me early this morning was that an Ibo man was 
beaten to death by a crowd who accused him of blas- 
pheming against our prophet of Islam, that is Prophet 
Muhammed. 


[Skeet] What is he alleged to have said? 


[Muhammed] He was said to have insulted the prophet. 
Actually, it is not clear what actually (?he had) said, 
because it was a crowd by the time I got there, and the 
police would not speak to the press at that time. 


[Skeet] Have the police made any arrests? 


[Muhammed] So far, there have been no arrests, because 
coincidentally, the incident happened right at the door- 
step of the central market police station, where the man 
was beaten with stones and sticks to death. 


[Skeet] Did the police intervene at all? 


[Muhammed] Well, this is not clear actually at the time 
I got, and this is what is worrying some people here in 
Sokoto, how it came to pass that the deceased died right 
at the doorstep of the police station at the central market. 


[Skeet] There was an incident a couple of weeks ago, 
when an Ibo Christian was beheaded by a mob. Are 
feelings between the two communities—between the 
Muslim and the Christian communities—running very 
high in the north? 


[Muhammed] It is not easy to say actually, but usually 
there is always this spontaneous reaction any time a 
blasphemy or a sacrilege is alleged to have occurred. 


[Skeet] Are any religious groups trying to stir things up 
within the communities? 


[Muhammed] From the Sokoto end we don’t have that 
evidence, but from what we gathered following what 
happened in Kano, a group actually carried the head of 
the beheaded man. They had taken it round the town, 
showing it to the whole community, and subsequently 
they dared the authorities or anybody to come and 
challenge them or arrest them. 


[Skeet] Are the security forces coming under a lot of 
pressure because they seem to be not taking a firm hand 
in the situations? 


[Muhammed] Well, this is the problem today with 
Nigeria. The opinion is being expressed here by some 
people | spoke to that it has reached a point, because of 
so much corruption at the top within top government 
officials, low officers and low-income earners, including 
security agents, don’t want to do their work as they 
should, because they don’t want to risk their own lives. 
Taking the example of what happened here in Sokoto, 
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this man was killed right at the doorstep of the police 
station and yet nothing was done by the security agents. 
[end recording] 


Chinese Official Begins Talks in Abuja 24 Jan 


AB2501103595 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GMT 25 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria and China yesterday 
held talks in Abuja. The minister of state for foreign 
affairs, Chief Anthony Ani, led the Nigerian delegation, 
while the Chinese vice premier and minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr. Qian Qichen, was at the head of his country’s 
team. Ngwe Kuzaho was at the opening session: 


[Begin Kuzaho recording] Both leaders will express 
views on bilateral relations as well as African and inter- 
national situation, and other issues of common interest. 
At the opening of talks, the minister of state for foreign 
affairs, Chief Anthony Ani, noted that China had 
become a pillar of strength to developing countries at a 
time when the African Continent is being neglected. 
Chief Ani asked China to share with Nigeria her experi- 
ence in coping with a large population. 


Responding, the Chinese vice premier, Mr. Qian 
Qichen, expressed appreciation for Nigeria’s contribu- 
tion to the development of Africa, especially through the 
promotion of regional peace. Mr. Qian Qichen said 
China was convinced that Africa and Nigeria in partic- 
ular, would overcome her economic and political prob- 
lems. He appealed to the international community to 
respect certain decisions that are peculiar to the people. 


On arrival yesterday at the Abuja airport, the vice 
premier said that the visit was to enhance friendship as 
well as expand further cooperation between the two 
countries. Nigeria and China established diplomatic ties 
in 1971. Since then, the two countries have been coop- 
erating in the economic, cultural, and diplomatic fields 
on the principles of peaceful coexistence. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Government Offensive Under Way in South 


AB2501091395 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 24 Jan 95 


[From the “‘Focus on Africa’ program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A big government offensive is 
under way in Mabimbi, in southern Sierra Leone which 
was attacked by rebels on Wednesday [18 January] last 
week. The attacks on the Rutile and the bauxite mines 
have forced both companies to cease their operations, 
and now the Sierra Leone Government has issued a 
statement on how the military operation is going. From 
Freetown Victor Sylver telexed this report: 


In an announcement made on national radio last night, 
the government said it had been carrying out heavy 
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bombardments in the Mabimbi area. According to the 
radio announcement, government forces have captured 
and killed many rebels but no precise details of casualties 
on either side have been made available. One officer who 
had visited the scene of the ongoing battle, said that it is 
too early to give casualty figures because a ring of steel 
has been thrown around the rebels. However, sources at 
the war front say pitched battles are being fought in the 
Mabimbi region with the rebels putting up fierce resis- 
tance in some areas. Government forces are reported to 
have used their superior firepower to push the rebels 
further from the mining sites. 


One source told me that the main battles are being fought 
within a 16-mile radius and that rebel units have been 
trapped in pockets from which there is no possible 
escape, but according to another source, it will be diffi- 
cult for the soldiers to dislodge the rebels although the 
government does seem to be making some headway as a 
result of heavy bombardments which started yesterday 
and went on all last night and into this morning. Mean- 
while, a spokesman at the Nigerian High Commission in 
Freetown had said that the allegation made by Almamy 
Baka Sankoh on Focus on Africa yesterday that Nigerian 
troops were involved in the battle that saw the hostages 
taken from mining sites of Mabimbi were completely 
false and could only have been designed to create mis- 
chief. 


That telex report was from Victor Sylver in Freetown. 
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Now civilians are still being evacuated from the Rutile 
Mines at Mabimbi and today evacuees from the area 
have been arriving in the southern provincial capital, Bo, 
some of whom witnessed the fighting. Our correspon- 
dent, Alhassan Sylla has been speaking to them and sent 
us this report: 


[Begin Sylla recording] According to one man who told 
me that he worked at the senior staff quarters at 
Mabimbi, the rebels dressed in military combat fatigues 
and exuding confidence, entered the mines and told 
workers that they were government soldiers sent in to 
protect the area. According to this worker, the rebels 
then called the meeting of the general staff whereby they 
declared their true identities but told the workers not to 
worry, but the workers, apparently not comfortable with 
their guests, managed to slip away in their numbers. 
Another worker told me that an initial attempt by 
government forces to dislodge the rebels was toughly 
resisted by the determined rebels who pushed back the 
troops. 


Meanwhile, latest reports from the area reaching Bo this 
afternoon state that the rebels have forcibly conscripted 
over 1,000 young men and women in the area into their 
ranks. Unconfirmed eyewitness accounts say that these 
have already commenced military training in various 
locations in the Rutile mining area. [end recording] 
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